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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament.  
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Tone 1 Troparion  
Let us who love their words come together with hymns, and honor the three 
great torch-bearers of the triune Godhead: Basil the Great, Gregory the 
Theologian and John Chrysostom!  These men have enlightened the world with 
the rays of their divine doctrines.  They are sweetly flowing rivers of wisdom, 
filling all creation with springs of heavenly knowledge.  They ceaselessly 
intercede for us before the Holy Trinity. 
 

Tone 4 Troparion 
As sharers of the apostles’ life and characterand teachers of the universe, 
intercede with the Master of all to grant peace to the world, and great mercy to 
our souls! 
 

Tone 2 Kontakion  
O Lord, Thou hast taken up to eternal rest and to the enjoyment of Thy blessings 
the divinely-inspired heralds, the greatest of Thy teachers, for Thou hast 
accepted their labors and deaths as a sweet-smelling sacrifice, for Thou alone 
art glorified in Thy saints. 
 

Tone 8 Prokeimenon 
~~Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the  
ends of the universe!  (Ps 18/19:4) 
~~The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims His 
handiwork.  (Ps 18/19:1) 
 

Epistle Lesson for Today: Hebrews 13:7-16 
(Hierarchs) 

Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, 
whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.  Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever.  Do not be carried about with various and 
strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with 
foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them.  We 
have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.  
For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by 
the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp.  Therefore Jesus also, that 



 

 

He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate.  
Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach.  For 
here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come.  Therefore by 
Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our 
lips, giving thanks to His name.  But do not forget to do good and to share, for 
with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
 

Epistle Lesson for Today: James 4:7-5:9 
Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  Draw near 
to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded.  Lament and mourn and weep! Let your 
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves in 
the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.  Do not speak evil of one another, 
brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of 
the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the 
law but a judge.  There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who 
are you to judge another?  Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will 
go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 
whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is 
even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead you 
ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.”  But now you 
boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.  Therefore, to him who knows 
to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.  Come now, you rich, weep and 
howl for your miseries that are coming upon you!  Your riches are corrupted, 
and your garments are moth-eaten.  Your gold and silver are corroded, and their 
corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have 
heaped up treasure in the last days.  Indeed the wages of the laborers who 
mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the 
reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  You have lived on the 
earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as in a day of 
slaughter.  You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist 
you.  Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it 
receives the early and latter rain.  You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is at hand.  Do not grumble against one another, 
brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! 
 

Alleluia Verses 
Tone 4 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 



 

 

~~The heavens will praise Thy wonders, O Lord; and Thy truth in the 
congregation of the saints. (Ps 88/89:5)   
~~God is glorified in the council of the Saints; great and fearful toward all who 
are around Him. (Ps 88/89:7) 
 

Gospel Lesson for Today: Matthew 5:14-19 
(Hierarchs) 

You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor 
do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives 
light to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  Do not think that I 
came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.  
For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle 
will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.  Whoever therefore breaks 
one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Gospel Lesson for Today: Mark 11:27-33 
Then they came again to Jerusalem. And as He was walking in the temple, the 
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to Him.  And they said to Him, “By 
what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority to 
do these things?”  But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one 
question; then answer Me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things: 
The baptism of John – was it from heaven or from men? Answer Me.”  And they 
reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Why 
then did you not believe him?’  But if we say, ‘From men’” – they feared the 
people, for all counted John to have been a prophet indeed.  So they answered 
and said to Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
 

Communion Hymns 
~~Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends 
of the universe!  (Ps 18/19:4) 
~~Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

Hymn to the Theotokos 
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever-blessed and most pure, and the 
Mother of our God.  More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious 
beyond compare than the Seraphim; without defilement you gave birth to God 
the Word; true Theotokos, we magnify you. 


