
 

 

Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, January 3, 2021 

Sunday before the Theophany 
Forefeast of the Theophany 

Holy Prophet Malachi 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 

Reverend Matthew Joyner, Rector 
 Cell: 570-468-2261 
 Email: nkyorthodox@gmail.com 
 
Very Reverend James Mason, Attached 
 
Reverend Timothy Hasenecz, Attached 
 
Deacon Geoffrey LoBalbo 
 
Mr. Bryan Distefano, Parish Council President 
  
Reader Nicholas Lezinsky, Choir Director 
 
Jennifer Bzik, Administrative Assistant 
 Email: assistant4stnicholas@outlook.com 

 
Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 
(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 
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Schedule for the Week of January 3, 2021 
 

30th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 5. Forefeast of the Theophany. 
Sunday before Theophany. Holy Prophet Malachi (400 B.C.). Martyr Gordius at 
Cæsarea in Cappadocia (4th c.). Ven. Genevieve of Paris (5th c.). 
 

Weekly & Upcoming Calendar 
 

Please note that due to Covid-19 precautions, all confessions will be heard by 
appointment only.  Please contact Fr. Matthew by phone or text to schedule. 
 

(All Parishioners must review and follow the St. Nicholas Church 
Reopening Guidance when attending services in person.) 

 

Monday, January 4, 2021  Forefeast of the Theophany 
9:00 am - Reading of the Royal Hours 
(Live Stream will also be available) 

Tuesday, January 5, 2021  Theophany Eve 
6:00 PM - Great Compline with Great 
Blessing of Water  

Wednesday, January 6, 2021  Holy Theophany 
8:50 am – Reading of the Hours (Live 
Stream will also be available) 
9:00 am - Divine Liturgy (Live Stream 
will also be available) 
10:15 am – Communion for Parish 
Children 
7:00 pm – Readers Vespers (Live 
Stream only) 

Saturday, January 9, 2021 6:00 pm – Great Vespers (Live Stream 
will also be available)  

Sunday, January 10, 2021  Sunday after Theophany 
9:10 am – Reading of the Hours (Live 
Stream will also be available) 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy (Live Stream 
will also be available) 
10:45 am – Communion for Parish 
Children   



 

 

Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, January 3, 2021 

Sunday before the Theophany 
Forefeast of the Theophany 

Holy Prophet Malachi 
 
Tone 5 Troparion  (Resurrection) 
 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and 
the Spirit, born for our salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on 
the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead by His glorious 
Resurrection.  
 
Tone 4  Troparion  (Forefeast) 
 
Prepare, O Zebulon, and adorn thyself, O Naphtali!  River Jordan, cease flowing, 
and receive with joy the Master coming to be baptized!  Adam, rejoice with our 
first Mother, and do not hide yourselves as you did of old in Paradise; for having 
seen you naked, He has appeared to clothe you with the first garment.  Christ 
has appeared to renew all creation. 
 
Tone 5 Kontakion  (Resurrection) 
 
Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior, shattering its gates as Almighty, 
resurrecting the dead as Creator, and destroying the sting of death.  Thou hast 
delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man, and we cry to Thee: “O Lord, 
save us!” 
 
Tone 4 Kontakion  (Prophet Malachi) 
 
Endowed with the gift of prophecy, O Malachi, thou didst clearly proclaim the 
saving coming of Christ to the world.  His brightness has brought light to the 
whole universe. 
  



 

 

Tone 4 Kontakion  (Forefeast) 
 
Today the Lord enters the Jordan and cries out to John: “Do not be afraid to 
baptize Me.  For I have come to save Adam, the first-formed man.” 
 
Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Sunday before) 
 
O Lord, save Thy people, / and bless Thine inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a) 
 
To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me! (Ps. 27:1a) 
 
Epistle 
 
(2 Timothy 4:5-8 (Sunday before)) But you be watchful in all things, endure 

afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  For I am already 

being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Finally, 

there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have 

loved His appearing. 

 
Tone 8  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
O God, be bountiful to us and bless us, show the light of Thy countenance upon 
us, and have mercy on us. (Ps. 66:1) 
 
That we may know Thy way upon the earth, and Thy salvation among all the 
nations. (Ps. 66:2) 
  



 

 

Gospel 
 
(Mark 1:1-8 (Sunday before)) The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God. As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before 

Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.  The voice of one crying in the 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; make His paths straight.’”  John came 

baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

remission of sins.  Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went 

out to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their 

sins.  Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  And he preached, saying, “There 

comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy 

to stoop down and loose.  I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
Communion Hymn 
 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  (Ps. 148:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 

Candle Offerings for  

Sunday, January 3, 2021 

  
Vigils – Icon of the Virgin Mary  

 Happy Birthday Michael Slivka, Offered by Fran Slivka 
  

Votives in the Altar 
In Memory Of Alex Smolenski, Offered by Julia Smolenski 

  



 

 

A Card Shower 
 
Mrs. Helen Karel will be turning 102 years old on January 30, 2021.  Let’s all 
shower her with cards! 

Mrs. Helen Karel 
Lancashire Hall 311B 
2829 Lititz Pike 
Lancaster, PA 17601 

 
 

House Blessing Schedule 

 
If you are interested in having Fr. Matthew bless your home this year, please sign 
up on the sheet at the candle desk.  Thank you! 
 
Parishioners of all ages should take preventive health measures during the 
house blessing.  These include social distancing, wearing a mask and frequent 
had washing.  If someone has symptoms or becomes ill, please contact Fr. 
Matthew to reschedule the house blessing.  
 
 

2021 Calendars Available 
 
The St. Tikhon’s Monastery 2021 Lectionary Wall Calendar is now available at 
the candle desk.  Please see a staff member to receive a copy. 
 
 

Request for Annual Church Organization Reports 

 
Please note that all Church Organization Reports must be submitted to the 
Administrative Assistant by January 15, 2021 in order to prepare the packets for 
the Annual Parish Assembly.  Kindly submit all reports formatted as Microsoft 
Word documents or in text in the body of an email to the Administrative 
Assistant.  Packets will be distributed to parishioners prior to the meeting 
scheduled for February 21, 2021.  



 

 

Heavenly Father… 
 Physician of our souls and bodies, Who has sent Your only-begotten Son to heal 
every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Your Servants, from all physical and 
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant to us patience in 
this sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health.  Lord, You have taught us 
through Your Word to pray for each other that we may be healed.  For You are the 
source of healing, and to You we give glory; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Prayers at the Divine Liturgy for the 
Health of the Servants of God: 

 

Metropolitan Herman 
 

Igumen David Lewis 
 

Archpriests:  Thomas Edwards, John Perich, Rodion Pfeifer, James Mason, Claude 
Vinyard, Dimitri Oselinsky, David Shewczyk, Dennis Swenki, James Weremedic 
 

Priests:  Matthew Joyner, Ian Shipley, John Nightingale 
 
Deacons: Geoffrey LoBalbo 
 

Matushki:  Ashley Joyner, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, Paraskeva 
Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Maryann Oselinsky, Priscilla Shipley, Katia 
Vansuch, Lisa Weremedic 
 

Servants:  Bethany Bruder, Mary Brzuchalski, Helen Cotirgasanu, Roberta Cusick, Val 
Danchenko, Christopher Felix, Olga Frimenko, Patricia G. Fu, David Gowarty, Patricia 
Grammes, Walter Grigoruk, Rachel Hardesty, Nicholas Hazzard, Jonathan Hontz, Sherry 
Hromiak, Michael H. Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Pauline Kasick, Mary K. Koretski, 
Stephanie Koretski, David Lezinsky, Judy Lezinsky, Olga Maksimova, Peter Marsh, 
Lanelle Mikolaitis, Catherine Miller, Nicolae & Doina Marian, Mary Orzolek, Kylie Pinho, 
Ryan Pinkowicz, Kiera Pheiffer, Alex Roberts, Gordon Roberts, Clara Roman, Victoria 
Ross, Mary Ruzila, Nancy A. Sabol, Robert Schainfeld, Cate Shea, Julia Smith, Julia G. 
Smolenski, Mary Strohecker, Ola Tatusko, Irene Witanek 
 

Child of God:  Emily Estrin 
 

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home 
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers. 


