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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 
(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 
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Great Vespers 
Monday, February 1, 2021 

The Meeting of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the Temple 
 
Lord, I Call 
 
(Tone 8) Lord I call upon Thee, hear me! Hear me, O Lord! Lord, I call upon Thee, 
hear me! Receive the voice of my prayer, when I call upon Thee, hear me O Lord! 
Let my prayer arise, in Thy sight as incense, and let the lifting up of my hands, be 
an evening sacrifice, hear me O Lord! 
 
(8) Out of the depths I cry to Thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!  
 
Tone 1 Idiomela (by Patriarch Germanus) 
 
Simeon, tell us, Whom dost thou bear in thine arms, that thou dost rejoice so 
greatly in the Temple?  To Whom dost thou shout and cry aloud: “Now am I set 
free, for I have seen my Savior?” This is He Who was born of a Virgin; this is God 
the Word, Who came forth from God, Who for our sakes has taken flesh and has 
saved man. Let us worship Him! 
 
(7) Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 
 
(Repeat: “Simeon, tell us…”) 
 
(6) If Thou, O Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is 
forgiveness with Thee.  
 
(Repeat: “Simeon, tell us…”) 
 
(5) For Thy Name’s sake I wait for Thee, O Lord. My soul has waited for Thy word; 
my soul has hoped on the Lord.  
 
Simeon, receive Him Whom Moses once beheld in darkness, granting the Law 
on Sinai, now that He has become a Babe subject to the Law!  This is He Who 



 

 

spoke through the Law.  This is He, of Whom the Prophets spoke, Who for our 
sakes has taken flesh and has saved man.  Let us worship Him!   
 
(4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch, let Israel hope 
on the Lord!  
 
(Repeat: “Simeon, receive Him…”) 
 
(3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and 
He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities. 
 
(Repeat: “Simeon, receive Him…”) 
 
(2) Praise the Lord, all nations! Praise Him, all peoples! 
 
Come, let us also go to meet Christ with divine songs!  Let us receive Him Whose 
salvation Simeon saw!  This is He Whom David announced; this is He Who spoke 
in the Prophets, Who, for our sakes, has taken flesh and Who speaks through the 
Law.  Let us worship Him!   
 
(1) For His mercy is confirmed on us, and the truth of the Lord endures forever.  
 
(Repeat: “Come, let us also go to meet Christ…”) 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
 
Tone 6 (by John the Monk) 
 
Let the gate of heaven be opened today, for the unoriginate Word of the Father 
has made a beginning in time without forsaking His divinity.  As a Babe forty 
days old, of His own will He is brought by the Virgin, His Mother, as an offering 
in the Temple of the Law.  The Elder receives Him in his arms, crying as a servant 
to his Master: “Let me depart, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation!” Glory to 
Thee, O Lord, for Thou hast come into the world to save mankind! 
  



 

 

Aposticha 
 
Tone 7 (by Cosmas the monk) 
 
Adorn thy bridal chamber, O Zion, and welcome Christ the King!  Salute Mary, 
the heavenly gate, fashioned as the throne of the Cherubim!  She carries the 
King of Glory!  The Virgin is a cloud of light: she has borne in the flesh the Son 
begotten before the Morning Star.  Simeon, taking Him in his arms, proclaimed 
to the peoples: “He is the Master of life and death; the Savior of the world!” 
 
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for 
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation! (Luke 2:29) 
 
The unwedded Mother has brought into the Temple Him Who shone forth 
before the ages from the Father.  In these latter times He was born from a Virgin 
womb.  He gave the Law on Mount Sinai, yet He makes Himself obedient to the  
commandment of the Law.  She has brought Him to the Priest and righteous 
Elder whose appointed lot it was to see Christ the Lord.  Simeon, receiving Him 
in his arms, rejoiced greatly and cried aloud: “This is God Who is co-eternal with 
the Father!  He is the Redeemer of our souls!” 
 
A Light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel. (Luke 2:32) 
 
The Theotokos Mary carried in her arms Him Who is borne aloft upon the chariot 
of the cherubim, and praised in song by the seraphim.  The Giver of the Law, 
Who fulfills the commandment of the Law, was made flesh of the Unwedded 
Virgin.  She gave Him into the arms of the Priest and Elder.  Holding the Life, he 
asked to be released from life, saying: “Now, Master, let me depart to declare to 
Adam that I have seen the pre-eternal God and Savior of the world, Who was 
made a Babe without undergoing change!” 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
  



 

 

Tone 8 (by Andrew of Crete) 
 
He Who is borne on high by the Cherubim and praised in hymns by the 
Seraphim is brought today according to the Law into the holy Temple and rests 
in the arms of the Elder as on a throne.  From Joseph He receives gifts fitting for 
God: a pair of doves, a symbol of the spotless Church and of the newly chosen 
people of the Gentiles, and two young pigeons, for He is the originator of the 
two Covenants, both Old and New.  Simeon, now granted the fulfillment of the 
prophesies concerning himself, blesses the Virgin and Theotokos Mary.  He 
foretells in figures the Passion of her Son.  From Him he begs release, crying 
aloud: “Now, Master, let me depart as Thou hast promised me, for I have seen 
the pre-eternal Light and the Lord and Savior of the people who bear the Name 
of Christ!” 
 
Troparia 
 
Tone 1 Troparion 
 
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace!  From thee shone the Sun of 
Righteousness, Christ our God, enlightening those who sat in darkness.  Rejoice 
and be glad, O righteous Elder, thou didst accept in thine arms the Redeemer 
of our souls, Who grants us the Resurrection! 
  



 

 

Heavenly Father… 
 Physician of our souls and bodies, Who has sent Your only-begotten Son to heal 
every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Your Servants, from all physical and 
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant to us patience in 
this sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health.  Lord, You have taught us 
through Your Word to pray for each other that we may be healed.  For You are the 
source of healing, and to You we give glory; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Prayers at the Divine Liturgy for the 
Health of the Servants of God: 

 

Metropolitan Herman 
 

Igumen David Lewis 
 

Archpriests:  Thomas Edwards, John Perich, Rodion Pfeifer, James Mason, Claude 
Vinyard, Dimitri Oselinsky, David Shewczyk, Dennis Swenki, James Weremedic 
 

Priests:  Matthew Joyner, Ian Shipley, John Nightingale 
 
Deacons: Geoffrey LoBalbo 
 

Matushki:  Ashley Joyner, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, Paraskeva 
Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Maryann Oselinsky, Priscilla Shipley, Katia 
Vansuch, Lisa Weremedic 
 

Servants:  Bethany Bruder, Mary Brzuchalski, Helen Cotirgasanu, Roberta Cusick, Val 
Danchenko, Christopher Felix, Olga Frimenko, Patricia G. Fu, David Gowarty, Patricia 
Grammes, Walter Grigoruk, Rachel Hardesty, Nicholas Hazzard, Jonathan Hontz, Sherry 
Hromiak, Michael H. Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Pauline Kasick, Mary K. Koretski, 
Stephanie Koretski, David Lezinsky, Judy Lezinsky, Olga Maksimova, Peter Marsh, 
Lanelle Mikolaitis, Catherine Miller, Nicolae & Doina Marian, Mary Orzolek, Kylie Pinho, 
Ryan Pinkowicz, Kiera Pheiffer, Alex Roberts, Gordon Roberts, Clara Roman, Victoria 
Ross, Mary Ruzila, Nancy A. Sabol, Robert Schainfeld, Cate Shea, Julia Smith, Julia G. 
Smolenski, Mary Strohecker, Ola Tatusko, Irene Witanek 
 

Child of God:  Emily Estrin 
 

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home 
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers. 


