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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 
(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 

 
980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402 

stnicholasoca.org   



 

 

Presanctified Liturgy 
Monday, April 26, 2021 

Great and Holy Monday 
 
"Lord I Call..." 
 
(Tone 1) Lord, I call upon Thee, hear me!  Hear me, O Lord!  Lord, I call upon 
Thee, hear me!  Receive the voice of my prayer, when I call upon Thee!  Hear 
me, O Lord!  
 
Let my prayer arise in Thy sight as incense, and let the lifting up of my hands be 
an evening sacrifice!  Hear me, O Lord!  
 
(10) Bring my soul out of prison, that I may give thanks to Thy Name. 
 
Tone 1  
 
As the Lord was going to His voluntary Passion, He said to the Apostles on the 
way: “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man shall be delivered up, 
as it is written of Him.”  Come, therefore, let us also go with Him, purified in mind!  
Let us be crucified with Him and die through Him to the pleasures of this life!  
Then we shall live with Him and hear Him say: “I go no more to the earthly 
Jerusalem to suffer, but to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God.  
I shall raise you up to the Jerusalem on high  in the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
 
(9) The righteous will surround me, for Thou wilt deal bountifully with me. 
 
(Repeat: “As the Lord was going to His voluntary Passion…”) 
 
(8) Out of the depths I cry to Thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!  
 
Tone 5   
 
We have reached the saving Passion of Christ our God.  Let us, the faithful, glorify 
His ineffable forbearance, that in His compassion He may raise us up who were 
dead in sin, for He is good and loves mankind! 



 

 

 
(7) Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 
 
(Repeat: “We have reached the saving Passion…”) 
 
(6) If Thou, O Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is 
forgiveness with Thee.  
 
Going to Thy Passion, O Lord, Thou didst take Thy Disciples aside and reassure 
them: “How have you forgotten the words that I once spoke?  Is it not written: ‘A 
prophet cannot be killed but in Jerusalem?’ Now is the time of which I told you.  
Behold, I am betrayed into the hands of sinners to be mocked!  They will nail Me 
to the Cross and deliver Me up to burial, regarding Me as a dead man, a thing 
of loathing.  Yet take courage, for I will arise on the third day, giving to the faithful 
joy and life everlasting!” 
 
(5) For Thy Name’s sake I wait for Thee, O Lord. My soul has waited for Thy word; 
my soul has hoped on the Lord.  
 
(Repeat: “Going to Thy Passion, O Lord…”) 
 
(4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch, let Israel hope 
on the Lord!  
 
The mother of Zebedee’s children, O Lord, could not understand the ineffable 
mystery of Thy dispensation.  She asked the honor of a temporal kingdom for 
her sons; but instead, Thou didst promise Thy friends that they should drink the 
cup of death, a cup that Thou wouldst drink before them for the cleansing of 
sins.  Therefore we cry out to Thee: “O Salvation of our souls, glory to Thee!” 
 
(3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and 
He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities. 
 
(Repeat: “The mother of Zebedee’s children, O Lord…”) 
 
(2) Praise the Lord, all nations! Praise Him, all peoples! 
 



 

 

Thou didst teach Thy Disciples, O Lord, to desire what is perfect, saying: “Be not 
like the Gentiles, who oppress the weak!  It shall not be so with you, O My 
disciples.  For of My own will I am poor.  Let the first among you, therefore, be 
the servant of all!  Let the ruler be like those who are ruled!  Let him who is first 
be like the last!  For I have come to serve Adam in his poverty, and to give My 
life as a ransom for the many who cry to Me: ‘O Lord, glory to Thee!’” 
 
(1) For His mercy is confirmed on us, and the truth of the Lord endures forever.  
 
Tone 8 
 
The fig tree was withered up because it was unfruitful.  We should fear the same 
punishment, O brethren, and bring worthy fruits of repentance to Christ, Who 
brings to us great mercy. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
 
Tone 8  
 
The serpent found a second Eve in the Egyptian woman, and plotted the fall of 
Joseph through words of flattery.  But, leaving behind his garment, Joseph fled 
from sin.  He was naked but unashamed, like Adam before the fall.  Through his 
prayers, O Christ, have mercy on us! 
 
Tone 6 Prokeimenon       
 
The Lord bless you from Zion; may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem! (Ps. 
127:6) 
 
Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in His ways. (Ps. 127:1) 
  



 

 

Reading from Exodus (1:1-20) Now these are the names of the children of 

Israel who came to Egypt; each man and his household came with Jacob: 

Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; Dan, 

Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.  All those who were descendants of Jacob were 

seventy persons (for Joseph was in Egypt already).  And Joseph died, all his 

brothers, and all that generation.  But the children of Israel were fruitful and 

increased abundantly, multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; and the land 

was filled with them.  Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know 

Joseph.  And he said to his people, “Look, the people of the children of Israel 

are more and mightier than we; “come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they 

multiply, and it happen, in the event of war, that they also join our enemies and 

fight against us, and so go up out of the land.”  Therefore they set taskmasters 

over them to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply 

cities, Pithom and Raamses.  But the more they afflicted them, the more they 

multiplied and grew. And they were in dread of the children of Israel.  So the 

Egyptians made the children of Israel serve with rigor.  And they made their lives 

bitter with hard bondage – in mortar, in brick, and in all manner of service in the 

field. All their service in which they made them serve was with rigor.  Then the 

king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of one was 

Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah; and he said, “When you do the duties 

of a midwife for the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a 

son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.”  But the 

midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, 

but saved the male children alive.  So the king of Egypt called for the midwives 

and said to them, “Why have you done this thing, and saved the male children 



 

 

alive?” And the midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not 

like the Egyptian women; for they are lively and give birth before the midwives 

come to them.”  Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the people 

multiplied and grew very mighty. 

 
Tone 6 Prokeimenon 
 
We bless you in the Name of the Lord. (Ps. 128:8b)  
 
Sorely have they afflicted me from my youth. (Ps. 128:1a) 
 
Reading from Job (1:1-12) There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was 

Job; and that man was blameless and upright, and one who feared God and 

shunned evil.  And seven sons and three daughters were born to him.  Also, his 

possessions were seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred 

yoke of oxen, five hundred female donkeys, and a very large household, so that 

this man was the greatest of all the people of the East.  And his sons would go 

and feast in their houses, each on his appointed day, and would send and invite 

their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  So it was, when the days of feasting 

had run their course, that Job would send and sanctify them, and he would rise 

early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them 

all. For Job said, “It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their 

hearts.” Thus Job did continually.  Now there was a day when the sons of God 

came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them.  

And the Lord said to Satan, “From where do you come?” So Satan answered the 

Lord and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and 

forth on it.”  Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, 



 

 

that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who 

fears God and shuns evil?”  So Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear 

God for nothing?  “Have You not made a hedge around him, around his 

household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work 

of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.  “But now, stretch 

out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your 

face!”  And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power; only 

do not lay a hand on his person.” So Satan went out from the presence of the 

Lord. 

 
(“Let my prayer arise …”  and then immediately) 
 
Gospel 
 
(Matthew 24:3-35) Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came 

to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the 

sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”  And Jesus answered and said 

to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you.  For many will come in My name, 

saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.  And you will hear of wars and 

rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to 

pass, but the end is not yet.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in 

various places.  All these are the beginning of sorrows.  Then they will deliver 

you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My 

name’s sake.  And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will 

hate one another.  Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.  And 



 

 

because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.  But he who 

endures to the end shall be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will 

come.  Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by 

Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (whoever reads, let him 

understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  Let him who 

is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house.  And let him 

who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.  But woe to those who are 

pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!  And pray that your 

flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.  For then there will be great 

tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, 

no, nor ever shall be.  And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be 

saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.  Then if anyone says 

to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it.  For false christs 

and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if 

possible, even the elect.  See, I have told you beforehand.  Therefore if they say 

to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner 

rooms!’ do not believe it.  For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes 

to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  For wherever the 

carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.  Immediately after the 

tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken.  Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the 

tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds of heaven with power and great glory.  And He will send His angels with 



 

 

a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four 

winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  Now learn this parable from the fig 

tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you 

know that summer is near.  So you also, when you see all these things, know that 

it is near – at the doors!  Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means 

pass away till all these things take place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

My words will by no means pass away.  



 

 

Heavenly Father… 
 Physician of our souls and bodies, Who has sent Your only-begotten Son to heal 
every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Your Servants, from all physical and 
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant to us patience in 
this sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health.  Lord, You have taught us 
through Your Word to pray for each other that we may be healed.  For You are the 
source of healing, and to You we give glory; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Prayers for the Health of the Servants of God: 
 

Metropolitan Herman  Igumen David Lewis 
 

Archpriests:  Thomas Edwards, John Perich, Rodion Pfeifer, James Mason, Claude 
Vinyard, Dimitri Oselinsky, David Shewczyk, Dennis Swenki, James Weremedic 
 

Priests:  Matthew Joyner, Ian Shipley, John Nightingale 
 

Deacons: Geoffrey LoBalbo 
 

Subdeacons: Michael (Frank) Guydan 
 

Matushki:  Ashley Joyner, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, Paraskeva 
Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Maryann Oselinsky, Priscilla Shipley, Katia 
Vansuch, Lisa Weremedic 
 

Servants:  Bethany Bruder, Mary Brzuchalski, Helen Cotirgasanu, Roberta Cusick, Val 
Danchenko, Judi Diaz, Betty Fedora, Christopher Felix, Olga Frimenko, Patricia G. Fu, 
Walter Grigoruk, Rachel Hardesty, Nicholas Hazzard, Jonathan Hontz, Sherry Hromiak, 
Michael H. Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Pauline Kasick, Mary K. Koretski, Stephanie 
Koretski, David Lezinsky, Judy Lezinsky, Victoria Lustig, Olga Maksimova, Lanelle 
Mikolaitis, Catherine Miller, Nicolae & Doina Marian, Mary Orzolek, Kylie Pinho, Ryan 
Pinkowicz, Kiera Pheiffer, Gordon Roberts, Clara Roman, Victoria Ross, Mary Ruzila, 
Nancy A. Sabol, Robert Schainfeld, Cate Shea, Francine Slivka, Michael Slivka, Julia 
Smith, Julia G. Smolenski, Dorothy Stafiniak, Mary Strohecker, Ola Tatusko, Irene 
Witanek 
 

Child of God:  Emily Estrin 
 

Handmaidens of God: Corinne Gahles Stuckey, Amanda Riley, Natalie Stepanoff and 
their unborn children 
 

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home 
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers. 


