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Reverend Matthew Joyner, Rector 
 Cell: 570-468-2261 
 Email: nkyorthodox@gmail.com 
 
Very Reverend James Mason, Attached 
 
Reverend Timothy Hasenecz, Attached 
 
Deacon Geoffrey LoBalbo 
 
Mr. Bryan Distefano, Parish Council President 
  
Reader Nicholas Lezinsky, Choir Director 
 
Jennifer Bzik, Administrative Assistant 
 Email: assistant4stnicholas@outlook.com 

 
Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 
(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 
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Great Vespers 
Saturday, May 8, 2021 
St. Thomas Sunday 

 
Lord, I Call 
 
(Tone 1) Lord I call upon Thee, hear me! Hear me, O Lord! Lord, I call upon Thee, 
hear me! Receive the voice of my prayer, when I call upon Thee, hear me O Lord! 
Let my prayer arise, in Thy sight as incense, and let the lifting up of my hands, be 
an evening sacrifice, hear me O Lord! 
 
(10) Bring my soul out of prison, that I may give thanks to Thy Name. 
 
Tone 1 Idiomela (from the Pentecostarion, by John the Monk) 
 
The doors being shut and the Disciples assembled, Thou didst appear to them 
as almighty, O Jesus our God. Thou didst stand in their midst, giving them 
peace, and didst grant the Holy Spirit to them, commanding them to wait in 
Jerusalem until they should be clothed with the power from on high. Therefore 
we cry to Thee: “O our Illumination and Resurrection and Peace, glory to Thee!“ 
 
(9) The righteous will surround me, for Thou wilt deal bountifully with me.  
 
(Repeat: “The doors being shut…”) 
 
(8) Out of the depths I cry to Thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!  
 
Eight days after Thy Resurrection, O Lord, Thou camest to Thine Apostles 
proclaiming: “Peace be with you all!” To the doubting Disciple, Thou didst show 
Thy hands and side. He believed and cried to Thee: “My Lord and my God, glory 
to Thee!” 
 
(7) Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 
 
(Repeat: “Eight days after…”) 
 



 

 

(6) If Thou, O Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is 
forgiveness with Thee.  
 
Thomas, called the Twin, was not with the Disciples, O Christ, when Thou camest 
to them through closed doors. Therefore he doubted their word. Thou didst not 
reject him for his faithlessness. When he saw Thy side and the wounds in Thy 
hands and feet, his faith was made certain.  Having touched and seen, he 
confessed Thee to be truly God, not only man, crying: “My Lord and my God, 
glory to Thee!” 
 
(5) For Thy Name’s sake I wait for Thee, O Lord. My soul has waited for Thy word; 
my soul has hoped on the Lord.  
 
(Repeat: “Thomas, called the Twin…”) 
 
(4) From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch, let Israel hope 
on the Lord!  
 
The Disciples were assembled on the eighth day, and the Savior appeared to 
them. He gave them peace and said to Thomas: “Come, O Apostle!  Feel My 
hands, which were pierced by the nails!” O most wonderful doubt of Thomas! It 
brought the hearts of the faithful to knowledge. And with fear he cried: “My Lord 
and my God, glory to Thee!” 
 
(3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and 
He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities. 
 
(Repeat: “The Disciples were assembled…”) 
 
(2) Praise the Lord, all nations! Praise Him, all peoples! 
 
Tone 2 
 
After Thy rising, O Lord, though the doors were shut, Thou didst come to Thine 
assembled Disciples, and didst grant them peace. Even Thomas believed, 
seeing Thy hands and side; and he confessed Thee as Lord and God, Who 
savest those who hope in Thee, O Lover of man! 



 

 

 
(1) For His mercy is confirmed on us, and the truth of the Lord endures forever.  
 
When the doors were shut, Jesus stood in the midst of His Disciples. He calmed 
their hearts and granted them peace. Then He spoke to the Apostle Thomas: 
“Dost thou not believe that I am risen from the dead? Bring thy hands here, and 
touch My side! Be no longer an unbeliever! Proclaim My Passion and My 
Resurrection to all, that everyone may join in thy cry: ‘My Lord and my God, glory 
to Thee!’” 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
 
Tone 6 (from the Pentecostarion, by John the Monk) 
 
When the doors were shut, Jesus came to His Disciples. The Apostle Thomas, 
by divine dispensation, was not with them, for he spoke these words: “Unless I 
see the Master myself, unless I see His side flowing with baptismal blood and 
water, unless I see those wounds, which have healed all mankind, unless I see 
not a spirit, but flesh and bones, I will not believe.” Glory to Thee, O Lord, for 
Thou didst confirm Thomas in faith, and hast trampled death by death!  
 
Aposticha 
 
Tone 4 Idiomela (from the Pentecostarion)  
 
O most glorious wonder! Doubt bore certain faith! Thomas said: “Unless I see, I 
shall not believe!” By touching His side, he blessed the incarnate Son of God, 
Who had suffered in the flesh, and he proclaimed the resurrected God, crying 
out with joy: “My Lord and my God, glory to Thee!” 
 
Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise thy God, O Zion! (Ps. 147:1) 
 
O most glorious wonder! Thomas placed his hand on the fiery side of Jesus 
Christ our God! He was not scorched by this, but his doubt changed to certain 
faith, and he cried fervently: “Thou art my Master and my God. Glory to Thee, 
Who art risen from the dead!” 



 

 

 
For He strengthens the bars of thy gates; He blesses thy children within thee! (Ps. 
147:2) 
 
O most glorious wonder! John the Apostle leaned on the Savior’s breast, and 
Thomas was made worthy to touch His side. The one thus understood the 
depths of theology, while the other was privileged to announce the mystery of 
the Resurrection to us, crying: “My Lord and my God, glory to Thee!” 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 
Tone 5 (from the Pentecostarion) 
 
How great is the abundance of Thy compassion, O Lover of man! Because of Thy 
long-suffering, Thou wast struck by the Jews, Thou wast examined by an Apostle 
and touched by those who denied Thee. How art Thou incarnate? How art Thou 
crucified, For Thou hast not known sin! Make us understand like Thomas, that 
we may call out to Thee: “My Lord and my God, glory to Thee!” 
 
Troparia 
 
Tone 7 Troparion (Pentecostarion) 
 
From the sealed tomb, Thou didst shine forth, O Life! Through closed doors 
Thou didst come to Thy Disciples, O Christ God. Renew in us through them an 
upright spirit, by the greatness of Thy mercy, O Resurrection of all!  



 

 

Heavenly Father… 
 Physician of our souls and bodies, Who has sent Your only-begotten Son to heal 
every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Your Servants, from all physical and 
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant to us patience in 
this sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health.  Lord, You have taught us 
through Your Word to pray for each other that we may be healed.  For You are the 
source of healing, and to You we give glory; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Prayers for the Health of the Servants of God: 
 

Metropolitan Herman  Igumen David Lewis 
 

Archpriests:  Thomas Edwards, John Perich, Rodion Pfeifer, James Mason, Claude 
Vinyard, Dimitri Oselinsky, David Shewczyk, Dennis Swenki, James Weremedic 
 

Priests:  Matthew Joyner, Ian Shipley, John Nightingale 
 

Deacons: Geoffrey LoBalbo 
 

Subdeacons: Michael (Frank) Guydan 
 

Matushki:  Ashley Joyner, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, Paraskeva 
Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Maryann Oselinsky, Priscilla Shipley, Katia 
Vansuch, Lisa Weremedic 
 

Servants:  Bethany Bruder, Mary Brzuchalski, Helen Cotirgasanu, David G. Cudlic, 
Roberta Cusick, Val Danchenko, Judi Diaz, Betty Fedora, Christopher Felix, Olga 
Frimenko, Patricia G. Fu, Walter Grigoruk, Rachel Hardesty, Nicholas Hazzard, Jonathan 
Hontz, Sherry Hromiak, Michael H. Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Pauline Kasick, Mary K. 
Koretski, Stephanie Koretski, David Lezinsky, Judy Lezinsky, Victoria Lustig, Olga 
Maksimova, Lanelle Mikolaitis, Catherine Miller, Nicolae & Doina Marian, Mary Orzolek, 
Kylie Pinho, Ryan Pinkowicz, Kiera Pheiffer, Gordon Roberts, Clara Roman, Victoria Ross, 
Mary Ruzila, Nancy A. Sabol, Robert Schainfeld, Cate Shea, Francine Slivka, Michael 
Slivka, Julia Smith, Julia G. Smolenski, Dorothy Stafiniak, Mary Strohecker, Ola Tatusko, 
Irene Witanek 
 

Child of God:  Emily Estrin 
 

Handmaidens of God: Corinne Gahles Stuckey, Amanda Riley, and their unborn 
children 
 

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home 
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers. 


