Divine Liturgy
Sunday, September 12, 2021
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Leavetaking of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos
Sunday Before the Elevation of the Cross
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Mitred Archpriest James Mason, Attached
Deacon Geoffrey LoBalbo

Lori Lezinsky, Parish Council President
Reader Nicholas Lezinsky, Choir Director

Jennifer Bzik, Administrative Assistant
Email: assistant4stnicholas@outlook.com

Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas:

We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament.

(Please note - Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be
submitted by noon on Thursday. Thank you! ~ Jennifer N. Bzik)

980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402
stnicholasoca.org



Schedule for the Week of September 12, 2021

12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 3. Leavetaking of the Nativity of
the Theotokos. Sunday before Elevation. Hieromartyr Autonomus, Bishop in
ltaly (313). Ven. Vassian (Bassian) of Tiksnensk (Vologda—1624). Translation of
the Relics of Righteous Simeon of Verkhotur'e (1704). Martyr Julian of Galatia
and forty Martyrs with him (4th c.). Hieromartyr Theodore of Alexandria. St.
Coronatus, Bishop of Nicomedia (3rd c.). Ven. Afandsy of Vysdtsk,
Wonderworker of Serpukhdv (1395).

Coffee Hour Today

Coffee hour today is hosted by Victoria Dimonie

Weekly & Upcoming Calendar

***| jve Stream will also be available for all services.***
Saturday, September 11, 2021 6:00 pm - Vespers

Sunday, September 12, 2021 9:10 am - Reading of the Hours
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

Hosting Coffee Hour

Thank you to the families that have kick started the return of the church’s coffee
hour! The signup book is located at the candle desk. Please volunteer to host,
many Sundays are available! If you have any questions feel free to contact Lori
Lezinsky or Jen Bzik.

A Reminder from the Parish Council

It has been brought to our attention there has been a notable amount of talking
in the narthex prior to and following the Divine Liturgy and other services.
Please be mindful that services have not ended until all people have exited the
church and the prayers and choir have concluded. Thank you for your attention
to this matter.



Divine Liturgy
Sunday, September 12, 2021
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Leavetaking of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos
Sunday Before the Elevation of the Cross

Tone 3 Troparion (Resurrection)

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord has shown strength
with His arm. He has trampled down death by death. He has become the first
born of the dead. He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted
to the world great mercy.

Tone 4 Troparion (Feast)

Thy nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to the whole universe! The Sun of
righteousness, Christ our God, has shone from thee, O Theotokos. By annulling
the curse, He bestowed a blessing. By destroying death, He has granted us
eternal life.

Tone 3 Kontakion (Resurrection)

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, leading us from the
gates of death. On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and
Patriarchs they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power.

Tone 4 Kontakion (Feast)

By thy nativity, O most pure Virgin, Joachim and Anna are freed from
barrenness, Adam and Eve — from the corruption of death. And we, thy people,
freed from the guilt of sin, celebrate and sing to thee: “The barren woman gives
birth to the Theotokos, the nourisher of our Life.”



Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Sunday Before)

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance! (Ps. 27:%a)

To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me! (Ps. 27:1a)
Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Song of the Theotokos)

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
(Lk. 1:46-47)

Epistle
Read by David Metz

(Galatians 6:11-18 (Sunday Before)) See with what large letters | have written
to you with my own hand! As many as desire to make a good showing in the
flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not suffer
persecution for the cross of Christ. For not even those who are circumcised keep
the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your
flesh. But God forbid that | should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world. For in
Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new
creation. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon
them, and upon the Israel of God. From now on let no one trouble me, for | bear
in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

(1 Corinthians 15:1-11) Moreover, brethren, | declare to you the gospel which
| preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by which also
you are saved, if you hold fast that word which | preached to you - unless you
believed in vain. For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was



seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He was seen by over five hundred
brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have
fallen asleep. After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then last
of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. For | am the least
of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted
the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward
me was not in vain; but | labored more abundantly than they all, yet not |, but the
grace of God which was with me. Therefore, whether it was | or they, so we
preach and so you believed.

(Philippians 2:5-11 (Feast)) Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant,
and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man,
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death
of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

Tone 1
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

| have exalted one chosen out of My people. (Ps. 88:18b)
For My hand shall defend him and My arm shall strengthen him. (Ps. 88:20)

Tone 8
Hearken, O daughter, and see, and incline thine ear! (Ps. 44:9a)



Gospel

(John 3:13-17 (Sunday Before)) No one has ascended to heaven but He who
came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses
lifted up the serpentin the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be
saved.

(Matthew 19:16-26) Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher,
what good thing shall | do that | may have eternal life?” So He said to him, "Why
do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to
enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus
said, “You shall not murder,” 'You shall not commit adultery,’ "You shall not steal,’
You shall not bear false witness,” "Honor your father and your mother,’ and, "You
shall love your neighbor as yourself." “ The young man said to Him, “All these
things | have kept from my youth. What do | still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you
want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the young man heard that
saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Then Jesus said
to His disciples, “Assuredly, | say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven. And again | say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. When His
disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be
saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible,
but with God all things are possible.”



(Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 (Feast)) Now it happened as they went that He
entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him
into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and
heard His word. But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she
approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to
serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her,
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing
is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away
from her.” And ithappened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from
the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You,
and the breasts which nursed You!” But He said, “More than that, blessed are
those who hear the word of God and keep it!”

(Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing:)

Tone 8
Magnify, O my soul, the most glorious birth of the Mother of God!

Virginity is foreign to mothers; childbearing is strange for virgins. But in thee, O
Theotokos, both were accomplished. Therefore all we nations of the earth
unceasingly magnify thee.

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1)

| will receive the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord. (Ps. 115:4)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluial



Candle Offerings for
Sunday, September 12, 2021

Vigils in Altar
In Memory Of Michael Stetz, Offered by Pat & Joan

Vigils in Altar
In Memory Of Michael Stetz, Offered by Pat & Joan

Vigils in Altar
In Memory Of Michael Stetz, Offered by Pat & Joan

Votives in Altar
For Health Of Ann Marie & Barry Bretz on their Anniversary
Offered by Stephanie Pasquel

Votives in Iconostas
In Loving Memory Of John Jay Frimenko, Offered by Wife Olga

Vigil in Side Candle Holders
Thank God for New School Year. Good Luck Alex & Michael Lustig
Offered by The Lustig Family

Vigil in Side Candle Holders
Thank God for New School Year. Good Luck Alex & Michael Lustig
Offered by The Lustig Family

Crosses
In Memory Of Paul Hutz, Offered by Ann Marie & Barry Bretz

Vigils on the Tetrapod
For Health Of Michele & Frank Guydan on their Anniversary
Offered by Ann Marie & Barry Bretz



Vigils on Icon Table
In Honor Of Nick Lezinsky's Birthday, Offered by Judy

Vigils - Icon of the Virgin Mary
In Thanksgiving, Offered by Subdeacon Michael & Michele Guydan

Votives - Icon of the Virgin Mary
In Honor Of Nick Lezinsky's Birthday
Offered by the Florenz & Lezinsky Families

Vigils - Icon of St. John the Baptist
In Honor Of Grandpa'’s Birthday
Offered by Sasha, Sophia, Jacob, Brooke, Elena, Victoria, Nicholas, Paul

Vigil of St. Andrew
Happy Birthday Melissa Dulin, Offered by Bill & Sandi Keysock

Vigil of Archangel Michael
Happy Birthday Subdeacon Michael, Offered by Michele Guydan

Church School Background Checks

In accordance with our Church policies, Diocesan policies and OCA statutes, all
adults over the age of 18 who have regular contact with the Church School
students must pass a background check.

This includes all parents who join their children in Church School regularly and
all Church School teachers.

To get background check started, see Carmen Hodson.



Did you know?

WE MAKE PIEROGI
EVERY WEEK!!!

We make hand pinched pierogi every week (except around the
holidays). Please call the Pierogi Hotline at 610-867-0402, ext. 5
before 8 am on Monday morning to order your pierogi for pickup on
Wednesday between 9 and 11:30 am. For orders over 10 dozen,
please give seven days notice.

When you call the Pierogi Hotline (610-867-0402, ext. 5), please
leave your name, phone number and the number of dozen you
would like. Please speak clearly and repeat your phone number
when leaving your order. We make potato with cheese or
sauerkraut.



Heavenly Father...

Physician of our souls and bodies, Who has sent Your only-begotten Son to heal
every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Your Servants, from all physical and
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant to us patience in
this sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health. Lord, You have taught us
through Your Word to pray for each other that we may be healed. For You are the
source of healing, and to You we give glory; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers for the Health of the Servants of God:

Metropolitan Herman Igumen David Lewis

Archpriests: Thomas Edwards, John Perich, Rodion Pfeifer, James Mason, Claude
Vinyard, Dimitri Oselinsky, David Shewczyk, Dennis Swenki, James Weremedic

Priests: lan Shipley, John Nightingale
Deacons: Geoffrey LoBalbo
Subdeacons: Michael (Frank) Guydan

Matushki: Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, Paraskeva Vansuch, Myra
Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Maryann Oselinsky, Priscilla Shipley, Katia Vansuch, Lisa
Weremedic

Servants: Bethany Bruder, Mary Brzuchalski, Helen Cotirgasanu, David G. Cudlic,
Roberta Cusick, Val Danchenko, Judi Diaz, Betty Fedora, Christopher Felix, Olga
Frimenko, Patricia G. Fu, Walter Grigoruk, Rachel Hardesty, Nicholas Hazzard, Jonathan
Hontz, Sherry Hromiak, Michael H. Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Pauline Kasick, Mary K.
Koretski, Stephanie Koretski, David Lezinsky, Judy Lezinsky, Victoria Lustig, Olga
Maksimova, Lanelle Mikolaitis, Catherine Miller, Nicolae & Doina Marian, Kylie Pinho,
Ryan Pinkowicz, Kiera Pheiffer, Gordon Roberts, Nicholas & Tosha Roberts Clara
Roman, Victoria Ross, Mary Ruzila, Nancy A. Sabol, Robert Schainfeld, Catherine Shea,
Francine Slivka, Michael Slivka, Julia Smith, Julia G. Smolenski, Dorothy Stafiniak, Mary
Strohecker, Ola Tatusko, Irene Witanek

Child of God: Emily Estrin, Liliana Roberts
Handmaiden of God: Corinne Gahles Stuckey and her unborn child

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers.



