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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas:
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament.
(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be
submitted by noon on Thursday. Thank you! ~ Jennifer N. Bzik)
Please turn off or silence your electronic devices
before entering the church. Thank you.
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(Genesis 1:24-2:3) Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature
according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each
according to its kind”; and it was so. And God made the beast of the earth
according to its kind, cattle according to its kind, and everything that creeps on
the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said,
“Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle,
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So
God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male
and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them,
“Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish
of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the
earth.” And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which
is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it
shall be for food. “Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and
to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every
green herb for food”; and it was so. Then God saw everything that He had made,
and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth
day. Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished.
And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested
on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. Then God blessed the
seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which
God had created and made.

(Reading from Proverbs 2:1-22) My son, if you receive my words, and treasure
my commands within you, so that you incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your
heart to understanding; yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice
for understanding, if you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden
treasures; then you will understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge
of God. For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and
understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to
those who walk uprightly; he guards the paths of justice, and preserves the way
of His saints. Then you will understand righteousness and justice, equity and
every good path. When wisdom enters your heart, and knowledge is pleasant
to your soul, discretion will preserve you; understanding will keep you, to deliver
you from the way of evil, from the man who speaks perverse things, from those
who leave the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness; who rejoice
in doing evil, and delight in the perversity of the wicked; whose ways are
crooked, and who are devious in their paths; to deliver you from the immoral
woman, from the seductress who flatters with her words, who forsakes the
companion of her youth, and forgets the covenant of her God. For her house
leads down to death, and her paths to the dead; none who go to her return, nor
do they regain the paths of life – so you may walk in the way of goodness, and
keep to the paths of righteousness. For the upright will dwell in the land, and
the blameless will remain in it; but the wicked will be cut off from the earth, and
the unfaithful will be uprooted from it.

