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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas:
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament.
(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be
submitted by noon on Thursday. Thank you! ~ Jennifer N. Bzik)
Please turn off or silence your electronic devices
before entering the church. Thank you.
980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402
stnicholasoca.org

Presanctified Liturgy
Friday, March 18, 2022
(Genesis 5:32-6:8) And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah begot
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on
the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them, that the sons of God
saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for
themselves of all whom they chose. And the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive
with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and
twenty years.” There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward,
when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children
to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown. Then the
Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that
He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the Lord
said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both
man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have
made them.” But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

(Proverbs 6:20-7:1) My son, keep your father’s command, and do not forsake
the law of your mother. bind them continually upon your heart; tie them around
your neck. When you roam, they will lead you; when you sleep, they will keep
you; and when you awake, they will speak with you. For the commandment is a
lamp, and the law a light; reproofs of instruction are the way of life, to keep you
from the evil woman, from the flattering tongue of a seductress. Do not lust after
her beauty in your heart, nor let her allure you with her eyelids. For by means of
a harlot a man is reduced to a crust of bread; and an adulteress will prey upon
his precious life. Can a man take fire to his bosom, and his clothes not be
burned? Can one walk on hot coals, and his feet not be seared? So is he who
goes in to his neighbor’s wife; whoever touches her shall not be innocent.
People do not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy himself when he is starving.
Yet when he is found, he must restore sevenfold; he may have to give up all the
substance of his house.

Whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks

understanding; he who does so destroys his own soul. Wounds and dishonor
he will get, and his reproach will not be wiped away. For jealousy is a husband’s
fury; therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. He will accept no
recompense, nor will he be appeased though you give many gifts. My son, keep
my words, and treasure my commands within you.

