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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas:

We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament.

(Please note - Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be
submitted by noon on Thursday. Thank you! ~ Jennifer N. Bzik)

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices
before entering the church. Thank you.
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The Annunciation of our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary

(Genesis 7:11-8:3) In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second
month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the
great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. And the
rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights. On the very same day Noah and
Noah'’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of
his sons with them, entered the ark - they and every beast after its kind, all cattle
after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and
every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort. And they went into the ark to
Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath of life. So those that entered,
male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord
shut him in. Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and
lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters prevailed and
greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the
waters. And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills
under the whole heaven were covered. The waters prevailed fifteen cubits
upward, and the mountains were covered. And all flesh died that moved on the
earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth, and every man. All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all

that was on the dry land, died. So He destroyed all living things which were on



the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air.
They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him
in the ark remained alive. And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred
and fifty days. Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the
animals that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the
earth, and the waters subsided. The fountains of the deep and the windows of
heaven were also stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained. And the
waters receded continually from the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty

days the waters decreased.

(Proverbs 10:1-22) The proverbs of Solomon: A wise son makes a glad father,
but a foolish son is the grief of his mother. Treasures of wickedness profit
nothing, but righteousness delivers from death. The Lord will not allow the
righteous soul to famish, but He casts away the desire of the wicked. He who has
a slack hand becomes poor, but the hand of the diligent makes rich. He who
gathers in summer is a wise son; he who sleeps in harvest is a son who causes
shame. Blessings are on the head of the righteous, but violence covers the
mouth of the wicked. The memory of the righteous is blessed, but the name of
the wicked will rot. The wise in heart will receive commands, but a prating fool
will fall. He who walks with integrity walks securely, but he who perverts his ways
will become known. He who winks with the eye causes trouble, but a prating fool

will fall. The mouth of the righteous is a well of life, but violence covers the mouth



of the wicked. Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sins. Wisdom is found on
the lips of him who has understanding, but a rod is for the back of him who is
devoid of understanding. Wise people store up knowledge, but the mouth of
the foolish is near destruction. The rich man’s wealth is his strong city; the
destruction of the poor is their poverty. The labor of the righteous leads to life,
the wages of the wicked to sin. He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, but
he who refuses correction goes astray. Whoever hides hatred has lying lips, and
whoever spreads slander is a fool. In the multitude of words sin is not lacking,
but he who restrains his lips is wise. The tongue of the righteous is choice silver;
the heart of the wicked is worth little. The lips of the righteous feed many, but
fools die for lack of wisdom. The blessing of the Lord makes one rich, and He

adds no sorrow with it.

(Genesis 28:10-17) Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward
Haran. So he came to a certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun
had set. And he took one of the stones of that place and put it at his head, and
he lay down in that place to sleep. Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was
set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God
were ascending and descending on it. And behold, the Lord stood above it and
said: "l am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land
on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. “Also your descendants

shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the



east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of
the earth shall be blessed. “Behold, | am with you and will keep you wherever
you go, and will bring you back to this land; for | will not leave you until | have
done what | have spoken to you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said,
“Surely the Lord is in this place, and | did not know it.” And he was afraid and
said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and

III

this is the gate of heaven

(Ezekiel 43:27-44:4) 'When these days are over it shall be, on the eighth day
and thereafter, that the priests shall offer your burnt offerings and your peace
offerings on the altar; and | will accept you," says the Lord God.” Then He
brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary which faces toward the east,
but it was shut. And the Lord said to me, “This gate shall be shut; it shall not be
opened, and no man shall enter by it, because the Lord God of Israel has entered
by it; therefore it shall be shut. “As for the prince, because he is the prince, he
may sit in it to eat bread before the Lord; he shall enter by way of the vestibule
of the gateway, and go out the same way.” Also He brought me by way of the
north gate to the front of the temple; so | looked, and behold, the glory of the

Lord filled the house of the Lord; and | fell on my face.



(Proverbs 9:1-11) Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn out her seven
pillars; she has slaughtered her meat, she has mixed her wine, she has also
furnished her table. She has sent out her maidens, she cries out from the highest
places of the city, “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” as for him who lacks
understanding, she says to him, “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine |
have mixed. Forsake foolishness and live, and go in the way of understanding.
He who corrects a scoffer gets shame for himself, and he who rebukes a wicked
man only harms himself. Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; give
instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a just man, and he will
increase in learning. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. For by me your days will be

multiplied, and years of life will be added to you.”



