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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas:
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament.
(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be
submitted by noon on Thursday. Thank you! ~ Jennifer N. Bzik)
Please turn off or silence your electronic devices
before entering the church. Thank you.
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(Acts 1:12-17, 21-26) Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. And when they had
entered, they went up into the upper room where they were staying: Peter,
James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew;
James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James.
These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. And in those days Peter
stood up in the midst of the disciples (altogether the number of names was
about a hundred and twenty), and said, “Men and brethren, this Scripture had
to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus; for he was
numbered with us and obtained a part in this ministry.” Therefore, of these men
who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out
among us, beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was taken
up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.” And
they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and
Matthias. And they prayed and said, “You, O Lord, who know the hearts of all,
show which of these two You have chosen to take part in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own
place.” And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was
numbered with the eleven apostles.

(John 1:18-28) No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who
is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. Now this is the testimony of
John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who
are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.”
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you, that
we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?”
He said: “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Make straight the way
of the LORD,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” Now those who were sent were from
the Pharisees. And they asked him, saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are
not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, saying, “I
baptize with water, but there stands One among you whom you do not know. It
is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not
worthy to loose.” These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.

