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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 

(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 
 

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices 
before entering the church.  Thank you. 

 

980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402 
stnicholasoca.org   



Schedule for the Week of February 26, 2023 
 

SUNDAY OF CHEESEFARE — Tone 4. The Expulsion of Adam and Eve from 
Paradise. “Mezhetsk” Icon of the Mother of God. St. Porphyrius, Bishop of Gaza 
(420). Ven. Sebastian of Poshekhónsk (ca. 1500). Martyr Christodoulos. 
 

Fr. Nikolai’s Office Hours 
Fr. Nikolai will not have scheduled office hours this week. 

Please contact Fr. Nikolai directly if you would like to arrange a meeting. 
 

Coffee Hour Today 
Today’s coffee hour is hosted by The Hodson Family 

In Honor of Alex’s Birthdsay 
 

Bakers – Come Get Your Dishes by 2/26! 
 
We have an accumulation of dishes, cookie containers, baking dishes, etc. 
belonging to our talented parish bakers.  Please come claim yours!  Check the 
table just inside the fellowship hall doors on the left.  Any items not claimed by 
February 26th will be donated. 

 

Weekly & Upcoming Calendar 
***Live Stream will also be available for all services.*** 

 

Monday, February 27 7:00 pm – Compline with Great Canon of St. 
Andrew of Crete 

Tuesday, February 28 7:00 pm – Compline with Great Canon of St. 
Andrew of Crete 

Wednesday, March 1 6:00 pm - Presanctified Liturgy 
Thursday, March 2 6:00 am – 5:00 pm – Paska Bread Baking 

7:00 pm – Compline with Great Canon of St. 
Andrew of Crete 

Friday, March 3 7:00 pm – Compline with Great Canon of St. 
Andrew of Crete 



Saturday, March 4 St. Theodore the Recruit 
8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am - Divine Liturgy St. Theodore the Recruit  
4:30 pm – General Panikhida 
5:00 pm – Great Vespers 

Sunday, March 5 The Sunday of Orthodoxy 
9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy  

Wednesday, March 8 6:00 pm - Presanctified Liturgy  
Friday, March 10 9:00 am – Presanctified Liturgy 
 7:00 pm – Akathist - St. Nicholas 
Saturday, March 11 Memorial Saturday 

8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 
5:00 pm – Great Vespers 

Sunday, March 12 St. Gregory Palamas 
9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am - Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday, March 15 6:00 pm - Presanctified Liturgy 
Friday, March 17 9:00 am – Presanctified Liturgy 
 7:00 pm – Akathist – to our Lord’s Passion 
Saturday, March 18 Memorial Saturday 

8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am - Divine Liturgy 
5:00 pm – Great Vespers 

Sunday, March 19 Sunday of the Cross 
9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy  

Wednesday, March 22  6:00 pm - Presanctified Liturgy 
Friday, March 24 Eve of Annunciation 
 9:00 am – Presanctified Liturgy 
 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm Lenten Fish Dinner 
 7:00 pm – Vigil for Annunciation 
Saturday, March 25 Annunciation 

8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am – Festal Divine Liturgy 
5:00 pm – Great Vespers 



Sunday, March 26 St. John Climacus 
9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

Monday, March 27 7:00 pm – Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday, March 29 6:00 pm - Presanctified Liturgy 
Thursday, March 30  7:00 pm – Compline with Great Canon of St. 

Andrew of Crete and the Life of St. Mary of Egypt 
Friday, March 31 9:00 am – Presanctified Liturgy 
 7:00 pm – Akathist - Theotokos 
Saturday, April 1 Akathist Saturday 

8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 
4:30 pm – General Panikhida 
5:00 pm – Great Vespers 

Sunday, April 2 St. Mary of Egypt 
9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday, April 5 6:00 pm - Presanctified Liturgy 
Friday, April 7 9:00 am – Presanctified Liturgy 
 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm Lenten Fish Dinner 
 7:00 pm – Compline (Lazarus) 
Saturday, April 8 Lazarus Saturday 

8:00 am – Baptism of Andrew Goth 
9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 
5:00 pm – Great Vespers 

Sunday, April 9 Palm Sunday 
9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 
4:00 pm – Bridegroom Matins 

Monday, April 10 Holy Monday 
9:00 am – Presanctified Liturgy 
7:00 pm – Bridegroom Matins 

Tuesday, April 11 Holy Tuesday 
9:00 am – Presanctified Liturgy 
7:00 pm – Bridegroom Matins 

  



Wednesday, April 12 Holy Wednesday 
9:00 am – Presanctified Liturgy 
7:00 pm – Holy Unction 

Thursday, April 13 Holy Thursday 
8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am – Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great  
7:00 pm – Matins of Holy Friday with the 12 Passion 
Gospels 

Friday, April 14 Holy Friday 
9:00 am – Royal Hours 
4:00 pm – Burial Vespers 
7:00 pm – Matins Lamentations 
All Night Watch 

Saturday, April 15 Holy Saturday 
9:00 am – Vesperal Divine Liturgy of Holy Saturday 
GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 
11:30 pm – Paschal Vigil and Paschal Divine Liturgy 
Followed by the blessing of baskets & Agape meal 

Sunday, April 16 11:00 am - Agape Vespers 
Monday, April 17 Bright Monday 

8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 

Saturday, April 22 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, April 23 St. Thomas Sunday 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 
2:00 pm - Blessing of the Graves – Union Cemetery 

Saturday, April 29 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, April 30 Sunday of the Myrrh-bearing Women 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 
2:00 pm - Blessing of the Graves – Catasauqua  



Divine Liturgy 
February 26, 2023 

Cheesefare Sunday (Forgiveness Sunday) 
The Expulsion of Adam from Paradise 

 
Tone 4 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
 
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous 
message of Thy Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly 
told the apostles: “Death is overthrown! Christ God is risen, granting the world 
great mercy!” 
 
Tone 6 Kontakion  (from the Lenten Triodion) 
 
O Master, Teacher of wisdom, Bestower of virtue, Who teachest the thoughtless 
and protectest the poor, strengthen and enlighten my heart! O Word of the 
Father, let me not restrain my mouth from crying to Thee: “Have mercy on me, a 
transgressor, O merciful Lord!” 
 
Tone 8 Prokeimenon (from the Lenten Triodion) 
 
Pray and make your vows before the Lord, our God! (Ps. 75:10a) 
 
In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel. (Ps. 75:1) 
 
Epistle 
Read by Reader Matthew Lezinsky 
 
(Romans 13:11-14:4) And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 

awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 

The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of 

darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, 

not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its 

lusts. Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful 



things. For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only 

vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him 

who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. Who are you 

to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will 

be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 

 
Tone 6  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Thy Name, O Most High. 
(Ps. 91:1) 
 
To declare Thy mercy in the morning, and Thy truth by night. (Ps. 91:2a) 
 
Gospel 
 
(Matthew 6:14-21) For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, 

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. Moreover, when you fast, do not 

be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that 

they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their 

reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that 

you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret 

place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. Do not lay up 

for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 
Communion Hymn 
 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  



Candle Offerings for 
Sunday, February 26, 2023 

 
Vigils in Altar – Windowsill (2) 

In Memory Of Archpriest Daniel Rental, Offered by Fr. James & Mat. Pat Mason 
 

Vigils in Altar – Table of Oblation (2) 
In Memory Of Stephen Jubinsky, Offered by The Jubinsky & Novatnack Family 

 
Vigils in Altar – Side Table (2) 

In Memory Of George Jubinsky, Offered by The Jubinsky & Novatnack Family 
 

Votives in Altar 
In Memory Of Dimitry Guanowsky, Offered by The Guanowsky Family 

 
Crosses 

Happy Birthday Sarah Jubinski, Offered by Barry & Ann Marie 
 

Vigils – Icon of the Virgin Mary (2) 
In Memory Of Elizabeth Uzick, Offered by Dorothy Stafiniak 

 
Votives – Icon of the Virgin Mary 

In Memory Of Elizabeth Uzick, Offered by Dorothy Stafiniak 
 

Vigils – Icon of St. John the Baptist (2) 
In Memory Of Michael Uzick, Offered by Dorothy Stafiniak 

 
Votives – Icon of St. John the Baptist 

In Memory Of Michael Uzick, Offered by Dorothy Stafiniak 
 

Vigils of St. Paul (1) 
Happy Birthday Dad Peter Metz, Offered by Amber & Michael Metz 

 
Vigils on North Wall Window Sill (3) 

In Memory Of Michael Joseph Isbansky 5th Anniversary 
Offered by Michael & Shirley Isbansky  



  



  



  



Lenten Soup Sale 
 

Every coffee hour during lent we 
will be hosting a take home quart 
soup sale. Each week will be 
different strict Lenten soups. $10 a 
quart. While supplies last. All 
proceeds will go to the HVAC fund. 
See Judy or Lori if you have any 
questions. 

 
 

Basket Raffle Donations Wanted 
 
We will once again be hosting a Basket Raffle this year during our Lenten Fish 
Dinners, and we are looking for volunteers to donate baskets.  We have a track 
record of offering beautiful baskets and we are hoping to uphold tradition.  If 
you are able to make a basket, please contact Jennifer Bzik to let her know in 
advance. Don’t be shy if you have never made a basket for the raffle before!  
Jennifer will be happy to help you out.  If you are interested in supporting the 
Basket Raffle but are not able to make a basket, please consider making a cash 
donation.  Jennifer will be happy to do the shopping and prepare a basket on 
your behalf! If you are planning to make a cash donation, please do so as soon 
as possible (no later than Sunday, March 12, 2023) so that we have an 
opportunity to shop and prepare a basket using those funds.  All donated 
baskets must be brought to the church by noon on Sunday, March 19, 2023.  If 
you have any questions or would like to make a donation, please contact 
Jennifer Bzik.  Thank you so much for your support! 
 
 

Lenten Pierogi 
 
Lenten Pierogi will be made Wednesday March 8.  To order sign your name with 
the number of dozen you want on the sheet in the kitchen by the telephone. 
Please order by Sunday, March 5 or sooner.  



A Note of Thanks 

 
I want to thank Fr. Nikolai for his visit to Kirkland and for his prayers to me in 
Russian and English.  They brought back so many memories from over the 
generations.  Thank you also to the choir for their many lovely carols.  It was so 
beautiful that the whole floor talked about it endlessly.  Thank you again to the 
pierogi women who came with a gigantic platter of blue-ribbon home baked 
cookies.  It brought smiles to our faces for many days.  Thank you to all who 
remembered me in so many heartfelt ways during this tumultuous time in my 
life. 
     Olga Frimenko 
 

A Note of Thanks 
 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all your beautiful  birthday wishes. 
God bless you all.  

Thank you.  
Dorothy Havrilko 
 

Paska Baking Schedule 
 
We will be baking Paska Bread on Thursday, March 2.  The process begins at 
6:00 am and goes until approximately 5:00 pm, but you do not need to commit 
to staying the entire time.  If you have any questions, please contact Pat 
Grammes or Maxine Marsh. 
 

Fund Raiser for New HVAC System 
 
On Wednesday, March15, all the money collected from the sale of pierogi will 
be put towards a grant from ROCMAS.  They will match up to $500.00.  For 
example, if we collect $600 from pierogi sales (and we should) , ROCMAS will 
match $500.00  and the new HVAC system gets $1,100.  Please order pierogi 
for Wednesday, March15 so we can take advantage of this generous offer from 
ROCMAS.  Questions, please see Sandi Keysock.    



Upcoming Coffee Hour 
 

On March 26th, Guliana Holobeny will be hosting a coffee hour to help defray 
the cost of providing for a traditional Orthodox burial for Julia Smolenski.  At the 
time of Julia’s passing, the Parish Council authorized that $5,000 be contributed 
towards this effort, as her estate was not sufficient to cover the entire cost.  The 
Parish Council has faith that the generosity of the St. Nicholas parishioners will 
ultimately come through to provide for this important effort for a valued member 
of our parish family. 
 

All Grocery Gift Cards Available 

 
Grocery gift cards are the ideal gift that everyone can use.  When you purchase 
a gift card from our parish, you are helping our parish earn 5% income every 
time on each card. 
 
We have cards available from all participating stores: Redner’s, Giant , Weis 
Markets and Valley Farm Market.  Cards are available in a variety of 
denominations.  Cards do not expire, so please consider purchasing a Grocery 
Gift Card the next time you need to buy a gift for someone.  Better yet, why not 
get yourself a grocery gift card to use for your weekly shopping purchases and 
help earn some money for our parish! 
 
Please see Judy Lezinsky for Grocery Gift Cards, or call for any special orders.  
610-868-9468 (Cash or checks please.) 
 

Pilgrimage to Pascha Books Available 
 

Copies of Pilgrimage to Pascha: A Daily Devotional for Great 
Lent by Archpriest Steven John Belonick with Michele 
Constable and Michael Soroka have sold out at the candle desk, 
but we can place another order if there are other people who 
are interested in purchasing them.  If you would like a copy, 
please leave your name at the candle desk so that we can order 
the appropriate number of additional copies.  They are $15 
each.  All proceeds go to St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church.  



Heavenly Father… 
 Physician of our souls and bodies, Who has sent Your only-begotten Son to heal 
every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Your Servants, from all physical and 
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant to us patience in 
this sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health.  Lord, You have taught us 
through Your Word to pray for each other that we may be healed.  For You are the 
source of healing, and to You we give glory; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Prayers for the Health of the Servants of God: 
 

Archbishop Mechisedek Pleska 
 

Igumen: Patric Carpenter, David Lewis 
 

Archpriests:  Thomas Edwards, John Perich, James Mason, Claude Vinyard, Dimitri 
Oselinsky, David Shewczyk, Ian Shipley, Dennis Swenki, James Weremedic, John 
Onofrey 
 

Priests:  Nikolai Breckenridge, John Nightingale 
 

Deacons: Geoffrey LoBalbo 
 

Subdeacons: Michael (Frank) Guydan 
 

Matushki:  Liudmyla Breckenridge, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, 
Paraskeva Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Priscilla Shipley, Katia Vansuch, Lisa 
Weremedic, Stephanie Onofrey 
 

Servants:  Bethany Bruder, Mary Brzuchalski, Helen Cotirgasanu, David G. Cudlic, 
Roberta Cusick, Val Danchenko, Betty Fedora, Christopher Felix, Olga Frimenko, 
Patricia G. Fu, Linda Gardner, Walter Grigoruk, Rachel Hardesty, Nicholas Hazzard, Don 
Holobeny, Jonathan Hontz, Sherry Hromiak, Michael H. Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, 
Alexandra Keysock, Mary K. Koretski, Stephanie Koretski, Bernard Kusior, Jean Kusior, 
David Lezinsky, Judy Lezinsky, Victoria Lustig, Olga Maksimova, Amber Metz, Michael 
Metz, Lanelle Mikolaitis, Catherine Miller, Nicolae & Doina Marian, Kylie Pinho, Kiera 
Pheiffer, Laurel Riley, Victoria Ross, Mary Ruzila, Nancy A. Sabol, Connor Samuels, 
Robert Schainfeld, Catherine Shea, Francine Slivka, Michael Slivka, Julia Smith, Dorothy 
Stafiniak, Joan Stetz, Mary Strohecker, Ola Tatusko, Irene Witanek 
 

Handmaidens of God: Lydia Hashinger, Amanda Riley, Kaylee Riley, and their unborn 
children, Lisa Metz, Molly Polacco, Alyssa Weaver and their newborn children. 
 

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home 
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers. 


