Divine Liturgy
February 2, 2024
The Meeting of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the Temple
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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas:

We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament.

(Please note - Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be
submitted by noon on Thursday. Thank you! ~ Jenniter N. Bzik)

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices
before entering the church. Thank you.
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Tone 1 Troparion

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace! From thee shone the Sun of Righteousness,
Christ our God, enlightening those who sat in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O
righteous Elder, thou didst accept in thine arms the Redeemer of our souls, Who grants
us the Resurrection!

Tone 1 Kontakion

By Thy Nativity Thou didst sanctify the Virgin's womb and didst bless Simeon’s hands,
O Christ God. Now Thou hast come and saved us through love. Grant peace to all
Orthodox Christians, O only Lover of Man!

Tone 3 Prokeimenon(Song of the Theotokos)
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. (Lk. 1:46-
47)

For He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden, for behold, all generations will
call me blessed. (Lk. 1:48)

Epistle

(Hebrews 7:7-17) Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better.
Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom itis witnessed that
he lives. Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak, for
he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. Therefore, if perfection
were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what
further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of
Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron For the priesthood
being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law. For He of whom these
things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has officiated at the
altar. For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke
nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of
Melchizedek, there arises another priest who has come, not according to the law of a
fleshly commandment, but according to the power of an endless life. For He testifies:
“You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”

Tone 8
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluial

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes
have seen Thy salvation! (Luke 2:29)

A Light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel. (Luke 2:32)



Gospel

(Luke 2:22-40) Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses
were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to
the LORD"), and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “A
pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. So he came by
the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for
Him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God
and said: “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your
word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face
of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people
Israel.” And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him.
Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against (yes,
a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may
be revealed.” Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from
her virginity; and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not
depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And
coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who
looked for redemption in Jerusalem. So when they had performed all things according
to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And the
Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was
upon Him.

(Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing:)

Tone 3
O Virgin Theotokos, hope of all Christians, protect, preserve, and save those who hope
in thee!

In the shadow and letter of the Law, let us the faithful discern a figure: every male [child]
that opens the womb is holy to God. Therefore we magnify the firstborn Word of the
Father Who has no beginning, the Son firstborn of a Mother who had not known man.

Communion Hymn
| will receive the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord. (Ps. 115:4)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!



