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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 

(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 
 

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices 
before entering the church.  Thank you. 

 

980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402 
stnicholasoca.org   



Presanctified Liturgy 
Wednesday, April 24, 2024 

 

(Genesis 43:26-31, 45:1-16) And when Joseph came home, they brought him 

the present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed down before him 

to the earth. Then he asked them about their well-being, and said, “Is your father 

well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?” And they answered, “Your 

servant our father is in good health; he is still alive.” And they bowed their heads 

down and prostrated themselves. Then he lifted his eyes and saw his brother 

Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said, “Is this your younger brother of whom you 

spoke to me?” And he said, “God be gracious to you, my son.” Now his heart 

yearned for his brother; so Joseph made haste and sought somewhere to weep. 

And he went into his chamber and wept there. Then he washed his face and 

came out; and he restrained himself, and said, “Serve the bread.” Then Joseph 

could not restrain himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, 

“Make everyone go out from me!” So no one stood with him while Joseph made 

himself known to his brothers. And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians and the 

house of Pharaoh heard it. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph; does 

my father still live?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were 

dismayed in his presence. And Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come near 

to me.” So they came near. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom you 

sold into Egypt. “But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves 

because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. “For 

these two years the famine has been in the land, and there are still five years in 

which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. “And God sent me before 

you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great 

deliverance. “So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has 

made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout 



all the land of Egypt. “Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says 

your son Joseph: “God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do 

not tarry. “You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, 

you and your children, your children’s children, your flocks and your herds, and 

all that you have. “There I will provide for you, lest you and your household, and 

all that you have, come to poverty; for there are still five years of famine.”’ “And 

behold, your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my mouth 

that speaks to you. “So you shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all 

that you have seen; and you shall hurry and bring my father down here.” Then 

he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck. 

Moreover he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his 

brothers talked with him. Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh’s house, 

saying, “Joseph’s brothers have come.” So it pleased Pharaoh and his servants 

well. 

 

(Proverbs 21:23-22:4) Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul 

from troubles. A proud and haughty man – “Scoffer” is his name; he acts with 

arrogant pride. The desire of the lazy man kills him, for his hands refuse to labor. 

He covets greedily all day long, but the righteous gives and does not spare. The 

sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination; how much more when he brings it with 

wicked intent! A false witness shall perish, but the man who hears him will speak 

endlessly. A wicked man hardens his face, but as for the upright, he establishes 

his way. There is no wisdom or understanding or counsel against the Lord. The 

horse is prepared for the day of battle, but deliverance is of the Lord. A good 

name is to be chosen rather than great riches, loving favor rather than silver and 

gold. The rich and the poor have this in common, the Lord is the maker of them 

all. A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, but the simple pass on and 

are punished. By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches and honor and life. 


