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Deacon Geoffrey LoBalbo 
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Karen Gowarty, Church School Administrator 
 Phone: 610-810-6290 
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Jennifer Bzik, Administrative Assistant 
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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 

(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 
 

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices 
before entering the church.  Thank you. 

 

980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402 
stnicholasoca.org   



Schedule for the Week of October 6, 2024 
 

15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. Glorification of St. Innocent, 
Metropolitan of Moscow, Enlightener of the Aleuts, and Apostle to the 
Americas (1977—Sept 23rd O.S.). Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas (1st c.). 
Monastic Martyr Macarius of St. Anne Skete (Mt. Athos—1590). “O All-Hymned 
Mother” Icon of the Mother of God . 
 

Fr. Nikolai’s Office Hours 
Monday, October 7th – Fr. Nikolai’s Day Off 

Wednesday, October 9th – 12:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Friday, October 11th – 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

Coffee Hour Today 
 

Coffee Hour today is hosted by Patty Felix & Lorraine Chromiak 
In Memory Of John, George & Joseph Felix, Stephen Chromiak 

To Benefit the St. Tikhon’s Seminary Mission Choir 
 

Weekly & Upcoming Calendar 
 

***Live Stream will also be available for all services.*** 
 

Saturday, October 12 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, October 13 16th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

Saturday, October 19 Memorial Saturday 
8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 

 9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 
5:00 pm - Great Vespers 

Sunday, October 20 17th Sunday After Pentecost 
9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

Monday, October 21 7:00 pm – Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday, October 26 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, October 27 18th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy  



Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, October 6, 2024 

15th Sunday after Pentecost (3rd of Luke) 
Glorification of St. Innocent, Metropolitan of Moscow, 
Enlightener of the Aleuts, and Apostle to the Americas 

 
Tone 6 Troparion  (Resurrection) 
 
The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men. Mary 
stood by Thy grave, seeking Thy most pure body. Thou didst capture hell not 
being tempted by it. Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. O Lord, Who 
didst rise from the dead, glory to Thee.   
 
Tone 4 Troparion  (St. Innocent) 
 
O Holy Father Innocent, in obedience to the will of God, thou didst accept 
dangers and tribulations, bringing many peoples to the knowledge of truth. 
Thou didst show us the way; now by thy prayers help lead us into the Kingdom 
of Heaven!   
 
Tone 2 Alternate Troparion (St. Innocent) 
 
Thou didst evangelize the Northern people of America and Asia, proclaiming 
the Gospel of Christ to the natives in their own tongues, O Holy Hierarch, Father 
Innocent, Enlightener of Alaska and All America, whose ways were ordered by 
the Lord. Pray to Him for the salvation of our souls in His Heavenly Kingdom! 
 
Tone 6 Kontakion  (Resurrection) 
 
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, raised all of the dead from the valleys of 
misery with His mighty hand, He bestowed resurrection on the human race. He 
is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all. 
  



Tone 2 Kontakion  (St. Innocent) 
 
Thy life, O holy Father Innocent, apostle to our land, proclaims the dispensation 
and grace of God! For, laboring in dangers and hardships for the Gospel of 
Christ, thou wast kept unharmed and exalted in humility. Pray that He may guide 
our steps in the way we should go! 
 
Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 
 
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a) 
 
To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me! (Ps. 27:1a) 
 
Tone 1 Prokeimenon (St. Innocent) 
 
My mouth shall speak wisdom; the meditation of my heart shall be 
understanding. (Ps. 48:3)   
 
Epistle 
Read by Reader Matthew Lezinsky 
 
(2 Corinthians 4:6-15) For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of 
darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. We are 
hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed – always 
carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also 
may be manifested in our body. For we who live are always delivered to death 
for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 
So then death is working in us, but life in you. And since we have the same spirit 
of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also 
believe and therefore speak, knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will 
also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you. For all things are for 
your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving 
to abound to the glory of God. 
 



(Hebrews 7:26-8:2 (St. Innocent)) For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who 
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than 
the heavens; who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up 
sacrifices, first for his own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for 
all when He offered up Himself. For the law appoints as high priests men who 
have weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints the 
Son who has been perfected forever. Now this is the main point of the things we 
are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true 
tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 
 
Tone 6  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
He who dwelleth in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the 
heavenly God. (Ps. 90:1)   
 
He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my Refuge; my God, in Whom I 
trust.”(Ps. 90:2) 
 
Tone 2 
The mouth of the righteous shall proclaim wisdom, and his tongue shall speak of 
judgment. (Ps. 36:31) 
 
Gospel 
 
(Luke 7:11-16) Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called 
Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. And when He 
came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the 
only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city 
was with her. When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to 
her, “Do not weep.” Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who 
carried him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” So he who 
was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother. Then 
fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has risen 
up among us”; and, “God has visited His people.” 
 



(John 10:9-16 (St. Innocent)) I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be 
saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief does not come except 
to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that 
they may have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who 
does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; 
and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he 
is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and I 
know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I 
know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have 
which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; 
and there will be one flock and one shepherd. 
 
Communion Hymn 
 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil  
tidings! (Ps. 111:6) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 
 

Candle Offerings - Sunday, October 6, 2024 
 

Vigils in Altar – Windowsill (2) 
In Memory Of Selar Konsevitch, Offered by Roberts & Konsevitch Families 

 
Vigils in Altar – Table of Oblation (2) 

In Memory Of Philip Stefanov, Offered by Family 
 

Vigils in Altar – Side Table (2) 
Happy Birthday Pat Telepchak, Offered by Ann Marie & Barry 

 
Votives in Altar 

For Health Of Archpriest Jason & Mat. Katia on their 20th Anniversary 
Offered by Mat. Fran, Anna & Alexandra 



 
Vigil in Side Candle Holders (2) 

In Honor Of & Happy Birthday Kh. Sophia Shadid 
Offered by Fr. Michael & Mat. Suan Kon 

 
Crosses 

Happy Anniversary Pat & Tom Grammes 
 

Vigils on the Tetrapod (2) 
Happy Anniversary Matthew & Jessica Roberts, Offered by Mom & Dad 

 
Vigils on Icon Table (2) 

Happy Anniversary Pat & Tom Grammes 
 

Vigils – Icon of the Virgin Mary (2) 
In Memory Of Joseph Slivka, Offered by Brother Michael & Francine Slivka 

 
Votives – Icon of the Virgin Mary 

In Memory Of Philip Stefanov, Offered by Family 
 

Vigils – Icon of St. John the Baptist (2) 
In Memory Of Reader Leonty Macalush, Offered by Francine & Michael Slivka 

 
Votives – Icon of St. John the Baptist 

Happy Birthday Mom & Dad, Offered by Sophia & Jacob 
 

Vigils of St. Gregory (1) 
Happy Birthday Gregory Konsevitch, Offered by Gordon & Valerie Roberts 

 
Vigils of St. Paul (1) 

For Health Of Mircea, Offered by The Lungu Family 
 

Vigil of St. Michael (1) 
In Memory Of Michael, Mary & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom 

 
Vigil of St. Andrew (1) 

In Memory Of Michael, Mary & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom  



  



  



  



Wedding Banns  
Peter Joseph Lezinsky & Erin Elizabeth Clare 

 
On Saturday, October 12, 2024, Peter Joseph Lezinsky and Erin Elizabeth Clare 
will be united in Holy Matrimony at St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church, 
Bethlehem, PA. As far as we know, there is no impediment, and the parties are 
free to marry. Any information to the contrary should be forwarded to Fr. Nikolai 
immediately. 
 

A Note Of Thanks 
 
Parish Family, 
 Thank you all for your many thoughts, prayers, calls and cards during my 
recent illness and for my birthday.  They are truly appreciated!  God Bless You 
All!    In Christ, Laurel Riley 
 

Hope Rescue Mission needs your HELP! 
 

St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church is collecting all types 
of gently used clothing including coats, hats, boots, belts, 
men’s clothing for the men at Hope Rescue Mission and for 
the women’s and children’s shelter (Lighthouse). We will 
take all seasons of clothing for men, women, and children.  
We have a need for new men’s underwear, undershirts, and 
sweatpants all in sizes medium to xxxl. 
 

You can drop items off in the designated containers in the 
Chernay Fellowship Hall.  Please make all donations by 
Sunday, November 24, 2024. 
 

This clothing helps provide food, clothing, and shelter for 
the men at Hope Rescue and the women and children at 
Lighthouse.   
 

Thank you in advance for your donations! 
 



“One Can Can Help” Annual Food Drive 
Sponsored by: RO59/NSS 

 

We will be collecting non-perishable food products to benefit the Allentown 
Rescue Mission starting in October until November 10, 2024. 
 

Please leave your generous donations in the boxes on either side of the entrance 
doors to the hall. They will accept nonperishable food items as well as paper 
products. 
 

Thank you so much! 
 

Basket Raffle Donations Wanted 
 

We will once again be hosting a Basket Raffle this year during the holiday season 
and we are looking for volunteers to donate baskets.  We have a track record of 
offering beautiful baskets and we are hoping to uphold tradition.  If you are able 
to make a basket, please contact Jennifer Bzik to let her know in advance. 
 

Don’t be shy if you have never made a basket for the raffle before!  Jennifer will 
be happy to help you out.  If you are interested in supporting the Basket Raffle 
but are not able to make a basket, please consider making a cash donation.  

Jennifer (and her daughter Lydia        ) will be happy to do the shopping and 
prepare a basket on your behalf! 
 

This year the Basket Raffle will be open on two weekends to allow for plenty of 
time to check out all those wonderful goodies. The Basket Raffle will open on 
Saturday, December 7th during the Christmas Bazaar and Sunday, December 8th 
for Coffee Hour, as well as during Coffee Hour on Sunday, December 15th.  The 
last chance to get those tickets in will be on Sunday, December 15th before our 
Christmas Choir Concert, which begins at 3:30 pm.  The Basket Raffle Drawing 
will be held following the conclusion of the concert on Sunday, December 15th. 
 

If you are planning to make a cash donation, please do so as soon as possible 
(no later than Sunday, November 24, 2024) so that we have an opportunity to 
shop and prepare a basket using those funds.  All donated baskets must be 
brought to the church by noon on Sunday, December 1, 2024.  If you have 
any questions or would like to make a donation, please contact Jennifer Bzik.  
Thank you so much for your support!  



Church Property Outside Clean Up Day 
 
On Saturday, Saturday, October 26, 2024 at 10:00 am we will be meeting to 
clean up the exterior of the church property.  If you are available to help out, 
please let Pat Grammes know.  No tools are necessary, but if you have hedge 
clippers it would be helpful to bring those along. 
 
 
 

Save the Date – Coffee Hour October 20 
 
A light luncheon will be served at coffee hour on Sunday, October 20, 2024, 
hosted by Bill & Sandi Keysock in memory of Pauline Radchuk.  Proceeds will go 
to benefit the St. John Chrysostom Academy.  ROCMAS will match up to $500 
of donations.  Please plan to give generously. 
 
 
 

Donations Received In Memory 
 
In Memory of Andrew Hasenecz, offered by: Patricia Felix, Donald & Frederick 
Kmita, Nancy Kohudic, Catherine Miller, Stephanie Pasquel, Michael & Francine 
Slivka, Stephanie Westington 
 
In Memory of Joan Stetz, offered by: Craig Strohecker 
 
In Memory of Mary Strohecker, offered by: Craig Strohecker 
 
  



Pierogi Schedule 
 

Pierogi Making October 7, 8, 9 
October 14, 15, 16 
October 21, 22, 23 
October 28, 29, 30 
November 4, 5, 6 

November 11, 12, 13 
November 18, 19, 20 

NO Pierogi Making Nov 25, 26, 27 - Thanksgiving 
Pierogi Making December 2, 3, 4 

December 9, 10, 11 
December 16, 17, 17 

NO Pierogi Making December 23, 24, 25 - Christmas 
***Please note that this schedule is subject to change.*** 

 

Upcoming Baking Schedule 
 
Many hands make light work, and we have lots to do to prepare for the 
upcoming Christmas Bazaar!  Please consider helping out if you are able.  
Contact Pat Grammes if you have any questions. 
 
Tuesday, October 15  12:00 pm – Kiffle dough prep 
Wednesday, October 16  12:00 pm – Kiffle filling/baking (after pierogi) 
Sunday, October 20  12:00 pm – Halushki noodle making 
Thursday, October 24  9:00 am – Roll baking 
Sunday, October 27  12:00 pm – Kiffle dough prep 
Wednesday, October 30  12:00 pm – Kiffle filling/baking (after pierogi) 
Thursday, November 7  9:00 am – Roll baking 
Sunday, November 10  12:00 pm – Kiffle dough prep 
Wednesday, November 13 12:00 pm – Kiffle filling/baking (after pierogi) 
Sunday, November 17  12:00 pm – Kiffle dough prep 
Wednesday, November 20 12:00 pm – Kiffle filling/baking (after pierogi) 
 
 
 



Heavenly Father… 
 Physician of our souls and bodies, Who has sent Your only-begotten Son to heal 
every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Your Servants, from all physical and 
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant to us patience in 
this sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health.  Lord, You have taught us 
through Your Word to pray for each other that we may be healed.  For You are the 
source of healing, and to You we give glory; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Prayers for the Health of the Servants of God: 
 

Archbishops: Melchisedek Pleska, Nathaniel Popp 
 

Igumen: Patric Carpenter, David Lewis 
 

Archpriests:  Nikolai Breckenridge, Thomas Edwards, John Perich, James Mason, 
Claude Vinyard, Dimitri Oselinsky, David Shewczyk, Ian Shipley, Dennis Swenki, James 
Weremedic, John Onofrey, George Hasenecz, Emilian Hutnyan 
 

Priest:  John Nightingale 
 

Deacons: Geoffrey LoBalbo 
 

Matushki:  Liudmyla Breckenridge, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, 
Paraskeva Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Katia Vansuch, Lisa Weremedic, 
Stephanie Onofrey, Julia Romanchak 
 

Servants:  Bethany Bruder, Mary Brzuchalski, Theresa Butler, Helen Cotirgasanu, David 
G. Cudlic, Val Danchenko, Christopher Felix, Olga Frimenko, David Gowarty, Tom 
Grammes, Walter Grigoruk, Rachel Hardesty, Artemiy Hartman, Kalista Hartman, 
Nicholas Hazzard, Don Holobeny, Jonathan Hontz, Sherry Hromiak, Krista Irwin, Michael 
H. Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Alexandra Keysock, William Keysock, Mary K. Koretski, 
Stephanie Koretski, Bernard Kusior, Jean Kusior, David Lezinsky, Judy Lezinsky, Radu 
Lungu, Victoria Lustig, Olga Maksimova, Amber Metz, Michael Metz, Lanelle Mikolaitis, 
Catherine Miller, Nicolae & Doina Marian, Kylie Pinho, Kiera Pheiffer, Laurel Riley, 
Gordon Roberts, Leah Roberts, Barbara Roman, Victoria Ross, Mary Ruzila, Nancy A. 
Sabol, Connor Samuels, Robert Schainfeld, Catherine Shea, Janice Shumbata, Francine 
Slivka, Michael Slivka, Julia Smith, Dorothy Stafiniak, Corinne Stuckey, Maeve Stuckey, 
Patricia Telepchak, Irene Witanek, Sandra Wyslutsky 
 

Catechumens: Jason & Taylor Fogel, Chris Kiris, Lee & Jess Sneket, John Strom, 
William Stofko 
 

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home 
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers. 


