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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas:

We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament.

(Please note - Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be
submitted by noon on Thursday. Thank you! ~ Jennifer N. Bzik)

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices
before entering the church. Thank you.

980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402
stnicholasoca.org



Divine Liturgy
Saturday, April 4, 2026
Lazarus Saturday

Tone 1 Troparion

By raising Lazarus from the dead before Thy Passion, Thou didst confirm the
universal resurrection, O Christ God. Like the children with the palms of victory,
we cry out to Thee, O Vanquisher of Death: “"Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is

He that comes in the Name of the Lord.”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 2 Kontakion

Christ, the Joy, the Truth, and the Light of all, the Life of the world, and the
Resurrection, has appeared in His goodness to those on earth. He has become
the Image of our Resurrection, granting divine forgiveness to all.

(Instead of the Trisagion, we sing:)

As many as have been baptized into Christ,
have put on Christ. Alleluia.

Tone 3 Prokeimenon
The Lord is my Light and my Savior! Whom shall | fear? (Ps. 26:1)

The Lord is the defender of my lite! Of whom shall | be afraid? (Ps. 26:2)



Epistle

Read by Patricia Grammes

(Hebrews 12:28-13:8) Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire. Let brotherly
love continue. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have
unwittingly entertained angels. Remember the prisoners as if chained with them
- those who are mistreated - since you yourselves are in the body also. Marriage
is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers
God will judge. Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such
things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake
you.” So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; | will not fear. What can
man do to me?” Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word
of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Tone 5
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluial

The Lord is King; He is robed in majesty. (Ps. 92:1a)

For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. (Ps. 92:2)



Gospel

(John 11:1-45) Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of
Mary and her sister Martha. It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant
oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. Therefore
the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.” When
Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of
God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus. So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two
more days in the place where He was. Then after this He said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews
sought to stone You, and are You going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are
there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not
stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if one walks in the night, he
stumbles, because the light is not in him.” These things He said, and after that
He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but | go that | may wake him up.”
Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.” However, Jesus
spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in
sleep. Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And | am glad for your
sakes that | was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him.”
Then Thomas, who is called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go,
that we may die with Him.” So when Jesus came, He found that he had already
been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles
away. And many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to

comfort them concerning their brother. Then Martha, as soon as she heard that



Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting in the house. Now
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have
died.” But even now | know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to Him, “I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “l am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall
live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, | believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God,
who is to come into the world.” And when she had said these things, she went
her way and secretly called Mary her sister, saying, “The Teacher has come and
is calling for you.” As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him.
Now Jesus had not yet come into the town, but was in the place where Martha
met Him. Then the Jews who were with her in the house, and comforting her,
when they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying,
“She is going to the tomb to weep there.” Then, when Mary came where Jesus
was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been
here, my brother would not have died.” Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping,
and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was
troubled. And He said, "Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord,
come and see.” Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” And
some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also
have kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to
the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the
stone.” Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this time

there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did | not



say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?” Then they
took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus
lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, | thank You that You have heard Me. And |
know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by
| said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.” Now when He had said these
things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” And he who had died
came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was wrapped
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.” Then many of the
Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in

Him.

(Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing:)

Come, all people, let us honor the pure Theotokos! She conceived the divine
Fire within her womb, yet was not consumed. Let us magnify her in song!

Communion Hymn
Out of the mouths of babes and infants, Thou hast fashioned perfect praise.

(Ps. 8:2a)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!l



