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Archpriest Nikolai Breckenridge, Rector 
 Cell: 570-604-4277 

Email: nikolai.breckenridge@gmail.com 
 

Mitred Archpriest James Mason, Attached 
 

Patricia Stetz Grammes, Parish Council President 
 

Reader Nicholas Lezinsky, Choir Director 
 

Reader John Heitzenrater, Church School Administrator 
 Email: ChurchSchool@stnicholasoca.org 
 

Jennifer Bzik, Administrative Assistant 
 Email: assistant4stnicholas@outlook.com 

 

Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 

(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 
 

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices 
before entering the church.  Thank you. 

 

980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402 
stnicholasoca.org 

 



Schedule for the Week of July 19, 2026 
 

7th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. Uncovering of the Relics of Ven. 
Seraphim of Sarov (1903). Fathers of the 1st Six Ecumenical Councils. St. 
Theodore of Edessa, Mesopotamia (848). Ven. Macrina, sister of St. Basil the 
Great (380). Ven. Dius, Abbot, of Antioch (ca. 430). Rt. Blv. Román, Prince of 
Riazan’ (1270). Ven. Paísii of the Kiev Caves (Far Caves—14th c.). Bl. Stephen 
(1427), King of Serbia, and his mother, St. Militsa (1405). 
 

Fr. Nikolai’s Office Hours 
 

Monday, July 20th - Fr. Nikolai's Day Off 
Wednesday, July 22nd - 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Friday, July 24th – 10:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
 

In an effort to make my scheduling more efficient, and to avoid 
a bunch of back-and-forth emails, please take advantage of my 
new scheduling app at www.calendly.com/frnikolai You can 
also scan this QR code with your phone, to be taken directly to 
the site. With this you can schedule a confession outside of the 
usual Vespers times, or schedule a house blessing or an in-
person or Zoom meeting with me. - Fr. Nikolai 
 

Coffee Hour Today 
 

Coffee Hour this week will be hosted by The Lezinsky Family 
 

Weekly & Upcoming Calendar 
 

***Live Stream will also be available for all services.*** 
 

Saturday, July 25 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, July 26 8th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

Friday, July 31 6:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Saturday, August 1 Procession of the Cross 

8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 



Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, July 19, 2026 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils 

 
Tone 6 Troparion  (Resurrection) 
 
The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men. Mary 
stood by Thy grave, seeking Thy most pure body. Thou didst capture hell not 
being tempted by it. Thou didst come to the Virgin, granting life. O Lord, Who 
didst rise from the dead, glory to Thee.   
 
Tone 8 Troparion  (Fathers) 
 
Thou art most glorious, O Christ our God, Who hast established the Holy Fathers 
as lights on the earth. Through them Thou hast guided us to the True Faith. O 
greatly compassionate One, glory to Thee! 
 
Tone 6 Kontakion  (Resurrection) 
 
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, raised all of the dead from the valleys of 
misery with His mighty hand, He bestowed resurrection on the human race. He 
is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the God of all. 
 
Tone 8  Kontakion  (Fathers) 
 
The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ doctrines have established one Faith 
for the Church. Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from heavenly theology, 
It defines and glorifies the great mystery of piety. 
 
Tone 6 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 
 
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a) 
 
To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me! (Ps. 27:1a) 
 



Tone 4 Prokeimenon  (Song of the Three Holy Children) 
 
Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is  
Thy Name forever! (Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3) 
 
Epistle 
Read by Reader John Heitzenrater 
 
(Romans 15:1-7) We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each of us please his neighbor for his 
good, leading to edification. For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is 
written, “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.” For whatever 
things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God of 
patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, 
according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore receive one another, just 
as Christ also received us, to the glory of God. 
 
(Hebrews 13: 7-16 (Fathers)) Remember those who rule over you, who have 
spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of 
their conduct. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Do not be 
carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be 
established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have 
been occupied with them. We have an altar from which those who serve the 
tabernacle have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is 
brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the 
camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own 
blood, suffered outside the gate. Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the 
camp, bearing His reproach. For here we have no continuing city, but we seek 
the one to come. Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise 
to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget 
to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
 



Tone 6  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
He who dwelleth in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the 
heavenly God. (Ps. 90:1)   
 
He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my Refuge; my God, in Whom I 
trust.”(Ps. 90:2) 
 
Tone 1 
The Lord, the God of gods, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the 
sun to its setting. (Ps. 49:1) 
 
Gospel 
 
(Matthew 9:27-35) When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed 
Him, crying out and saying, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” And when He had 
come into the house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said to them, “Do 
you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He 
touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith let it be to you.” And their 
eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, “See that no one 
knows it.” But when they had departed, they spread the news about Him in all 
that country. As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and 
demon-possessed. And when the demon was cast out, the mute spoke. And the 
multitudes marveled, saying, “It was never seen like this in Israel!” But the 
Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons.” Then Jesus 
went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among 
the people. 
 
(John 17:1-13 (Fathers)) Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, 
and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may 
glorify You, as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give 
eternal life to as many as You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they 
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I have 
glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to 
do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I 



had with You before the world was. I have manifested Your name to the men 
whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to 
Me, and they have kept Your word. Now they have known that all things which 
You have given Me are from You. For I have given to them the words which You 
have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came 
forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. I pray for them. I do 
not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. 
And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I 
am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy 
Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may 
be one as We are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. 
Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son 
of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I come to You, and 
these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in 
themselves. 
 
Communion Hymn 
 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 



Candle Offerings for 
Sunday, July 19, 2026 

 

Vigils in Altar – Windowsill (2) 
Happy Birthday Sophia, Offered by Baba & Grandpa 

 

Vigils in Altar – Table of Oblation (2) 
Happy Birthday Mr. Mike, Offered by Sophia & Jacob 

 

Vigils in Altar – Side Table (2) 
Happy Birthday Sophia Lezinsky, Offered by The Hodsons 

 

Votives in Altar 
In Memory Of Philip Stefanov, Offered by Boris & Marietta 

 

Votives in Iconostas 
In Honor Of Antonia Koch, Offered by Mat. Susan Kon 

 

Vigil in Side Candle Holders (2) 
In Memory Of Mom, Dad & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom 

 

Crosses 
In Memory Of Andrew Hutz, Offered by Ann Marie & Barry 

 

Vigils on the Tetrapod (2) 
In Memory Of Mary Skordinski, Offered by Ann Marie & Barry 

 

Vigils on Icon Table (2) 
Happy Birthday Brendan Konsevitch, Offered by Cochi Val & Uncle Gordon 

 

Vigils – Icon of the Virgin Mary (2) 
Happy Birthday Sophia, Offered by Dad, Mom & Jacob 

 

Votives – Icon of the Virgin Mary 
In Memory Of Eva Ridolfi, Offered by Ann Marie & Barry 

 

Vigils – Icon of St. John the Baptist (2) 
Happy Birthday Megan Mulcahy, Offered by Cochi Val & Uncle Gordon 

 



Votives – Icon of St. John the Baptist 
In Memory Of Parents, Offered by Victoria Dimonie 

 

Vigils on South Wall Window Sill (3) 
In Memory Of Parents, Offered by Victoria Dimonie 

 

Vigils of St. Gregory (1) 
Happy Birthday Mike Dorosh, Offered by Michael, John & Tom 

 

Vigils of St. Paul (1) 
In Memory Of Anna Hutz, Offered by Ann Marie & Barry 

 

Vigils on North Wall Window Sill (3) 
In Honor Of Fr. Alexey & Pres. Stephanie, Offered by Fr. Michael & Mat. Susan 

 

Vigil of St. Michael (1) 
Happy Birthday Michael Dorosh, Offered by Mary, Joe & Marian 

 

Vigil of St. Andrew (1) 
Happy Birthday Anthony Ramella, Offered by Michael Dorosh 

 

Vigil in the Large Stand on the South Wall 
Safe Travels to Alaska Stephanie, Ava & Riley Sica 

Offered by Fr. James & Mat. Pat 
 
 

A Note of Thanks 
 

My Parish Family, 
Thank you for the beautiful cards, hugs, and kisses and concern on the passing 
of my sister Diana.  May her memory be eternal! Love to all. 
      Laurel Riley 
 

Frozen Halupki 4 Packs Available 
 

We still have frozen Halupki 4 Packs available for $15.  Please see Val Roberts if 
you are interested. 



 
 
 

 
 



Save the Date 
 
The Coffee Hour on Sunday, July 26, 2026 will be hosted by NSS to benefit the 
creation of a well in the village of Talmiche in Guatemala. Please see the 
information below and plan to give generously on July 26.  (“Please make checks 
payable to “Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodoxy Church”) Thank you! 
 

San Andres Orthodox Christian Seminary in Guatemala Well Project 

by James Macaronis, who initially designed this website for his Alpha Omega Scouting 

Award 

Total Contributions: $13,550 Goal: $70,000 by May 21st, 2026 the Feast Day of Sts. 

Constantine & Helen 

19% Progress is updated daily and may not reflect donations immediately. 

What is a well/why is it important 

• A well is a place from where a person or community gets water. 

• A well is the most important aspect of a community. 

• Communities without wells have to find other ways to get water that might not be 

enough or not be clean. 

• When there are droughts and little rainfall, wells can provide water when other 

sources can’t. 

• Communities with wells will have a reliable source of clean water and those wells 

will save time from using other methods to collect water and making it safe to 

drink. 

Seminary dairy farm with 18 cows produce cheese for sale. Water is essential for 

their care.  

Background of Guatemala 



• Guatemala’s groundwater is unequally distributed, and shallow hand dug wells 

are exposed to lead and arsenic do to unregulated industries. Many rural 

Guatemalan communities rely on charities to pay for and dig wells. Over 5.5 

million (30% of the population.) people in Guatemala do not have access to clean 

water sources. Hundreds of wells have been drilled in Guatemala since 2005, so 

there is still hope for clean water in Guatemala. 

• Eastern Orthodoxy is a rapidly growing religion in Guatemala. We, as Orthodox 

in the U.S., are helping our brothers and sisters in Guatemala in part by helping 

dig wells in Guatemala, so they will be able to have a fresh, clean, and reliable 

source of water.  

Project details 

• The village that the seminary is in is called Talmiche. It is a small village on a 

mountain that is 7,000 feet high and overlooks the city of Huehuetenango. The 

Seminary houses approximately 150 catechists at a time on a three month rotating 

basis as well as the instructors and 10 seminarians. It is also the home of 18 cattle, 

300 chickens and other animals which all need water. 

• The Seminary is the center for the entire Orthodox Church of Guatemala which 

has approximately 500,000 members, mostly from poorer rural areas of the 

country 

Status of project 

• The current status of the project is that the seminary initially tried drilling a well 

very near the actual buildings of the seminary but the drill bits broke on the rock. 

Another site for drill, still on the property but further down the mountain was 

chosen and the land in that area was cleared. The next step is to bring in the drill 

rig in order to drill with the diamond tips drills which should cut through the rock 

and eventually find the water below the surface. Once the well has been dug there 

will need to be pumping equipment and a whole intricate system of pipes to pump 

the water up and into the seminary facility. 

• A date for completion is dependent on the success of this second drilling. How far 

down will they have to dig until they eventually reach water. 

How you can help 

• Through your prayers and donations. They need to raise @ $70,000 to complete 

the project. 



 



O Physician of our souls and bodies, Who hast sent Thine only-begotten Son to 
heal every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Thy servants, from all physical and 
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Thy Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant to us patience in 
sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health.  Lord, Thou hast taught us through 
Thy Word to pray for each other that we may be healed.  For Thou art the source of 
healing, and to Thee we send up glory, to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers for the Health of the Servants of God: 
Archbishops: Melchisedek Pleska, Nathaniel Popp, Benjamin Peterson 
 

Igumen: Patrick Carpenter, David Lewis 
 

Archpriests: Nikolai Breckenridge, Thomas Edwards, John Perich, James Mason, 
Claude Vinyard, David Shewczyk, Ian Shipley, James Weremedic, John Onofrey, 
George Hasenecz, Emilian Hutnyan, John Nightingale, Gregory White 
 

Matushki: Liudmyla Breckenridge, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, 
Paraskeva Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Rebekah Markewich, Mary Reynolds, 
Sophia Shadid, Katia Vansuch, Lisa Weremedic, Stephanie Onofrey, Susan Kon 
 

Servants:  Ann Marie Bretz, Bethany Bruder, Diana Buskirk, Theresa Butler, Jennifer 
Bzik, Helen Cotirgasanu, David G. Cudlic, Val Danchenko, Alexis Defoe, Maryann 
Dudash, Christopher Felix, Nikolay Fetisov, Olga Frimenko, David Gowarty, Patricia 
Grammes, Rachel Hardesty, Luca Harford, Artemiy Hartman, Kalista Hartman, Nicholas 
Hazzard, Dymphna (Madeleine) Heitzenrater, Marina (Margaret) Heitzenrater, Don 
Holobeny, Jonathan Hontz, Sava Hrebinka, Sherry Hromiak, Krista Irwin, Michael H. 
Isbansky, Shirley Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Kathleen Keimer, Alexandra Keysock, William 
Keysock, Mary K. Koretski, Stephanie Koretski, Bernard Kusior, Jean Kusior, David 
Lezinsky, Judy Lezinsky, Radu Lungu, Mircea Lupo, Victoria Lustig, Olga Maksimova, 
Amber Metz, Michael Metz, Lanelle Mikolaitis, Doina Marian, Kylie Pinho, Joseph 
Pinkowicz, Kiera Pheiffer, William Podlusky, Kathy Porter, William Potter, Laurel Riley, 
Barbara Roman, Victoria Ross, Mary Ruzila, Connor Samuels, Robert Schainfeld, 
Catherine Shea, Janice Shumbata, Francine Slivka, Michael Slivka, Julia Smith, Maeve 
Stuckey, Heatherlyn Sturges, Jerry Volkert, Irene Witanek, 
 

Catechumens: Austin Bednar, Seth Brady, Jared Buck, Jessica Clossey, Nicholas 
Heacock, Eli Lerch, Carolina Lopez, Margaret MacKay, Taylor Magditch, Luke Maritch, 
Kate Maritch, Anastasia Moore, Emily Moore, Isaac Moore, Josef Moore, Mariella 
Moore, Michael Moore, Tereze Moore, Christian Reichert, Sean Seidel, Adam Smith, 
 

Handmaidens:, Tanner Mazur, Juliane Metz, Amber Metz, Lisa Metz, Jess Sneket and 
their unborn children, Lydia Claycomb, Ruth Finlaw, and their newborn children 

 

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home 
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers. 


