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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 

(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 
 

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices 
before entering the church.  Thank you. 

 

980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402 
stnicholasoca.org 

 



Schedule for the Week of July 26, 2026 
 

8th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 7. Repose of St. Jacob (Netsvetov), 
Enlightener of the Peoples of Alaska (1864). Hieromartyr Hermolaus and 
Martyrs Hermippus and Hermocrates at Nicomedia (ca. 305). Ven. Moses the 
Hungarian, of the Kiev Caves (Near Caves—ca. 1043). Martyr Paraskevi of Rome 
(2nd c.). Ven. Gerontius of St. Anne Skete (Mt. Athos). The “EMVOLON” Icon of 
the Mother of God in Constantinople. 
 

Fr. Nikolai’s Office Hours 
 

Monday, July 27th - Fr. Nikolai's Day Off 
Wednesday, July 29th - 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Friday, July 31st – 10:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
 
In an effort to make my scheduling more efficient, and to avoid 
a bunch of back-and-forth emails, please take advantage of my 
new scheduling app at www.calendly.com/frnikolai You can 
also scan this QR code with your phone, to be taken directly to 
the site. With this you can schedule a confession outside of the 
usual Vespers times, or schedule a house blessing or an in-
person or Zoom meeting with me. - Fr. Nikolai 

 

Coffee Hour Today 
 
The Coffee Hour on Sunday, July 26, 2026 will be hosted by NSS to benefit the 
creation of a well in the village of Talmiche in Guatemala. Please see the 
information below and plan to give generously on July 26.  (“Please make checks 
payable to “Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodoxy Church”) Thank you! 

(Please see the full write up on the following pages.) 
 



Weekly & Upcoming Calendar 
 

***Live Stream will also be available for all services.*** 
 

Friday, July 31 6:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Saturday, August 1 Procession of the Cross 

8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 
4:30 pm – General Panikhida 
5:00 pm - Great Vespers 

Sunday, August 2 9th Sunday After Pentecost 
9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 
40th Day Panikhida – Rosalie Radio 

Wednesday, August 5 6:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Thursday, August 6 Transfiguration 

8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 

Saturday, August 8 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, August 9 10th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

Friday, August 14 6:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Saturday, August 15 Dormition of the Theotokos 

8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 
5:00 pm - Great Vespers 

Sunday, August 16 11th Sunday After Pentecost 
9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

Saturday, August 22 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, August 23 12th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

Saturday, August 29 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, August 30 13th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 



Coffee Hour Today! 
 
The Coffee Hour on Sunday, July 26, 2026 will be hosted by NSS to benefit the 
creation of a well in the village of Talmiche in Guatemala. Please see the 
information below and plan to give generously on July 26.  (“Please make checks 
payable to “Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodoxy Church”) Thank you! 
 

San Andres Orthodox Christian Seminary in Guatemala Well Project 

by James Macaronis, who initially designed this website for his Alpha Omega Scouting 

Award 

Total Contributions: $13,550 Goal: $70,000 by May 21st, 2026 the Feast Day of Sts. 

Constantine & Helen 

19% Progress is updated daily and may not reflect donations immediately. 

What is a well/why is it important 

• A well is a place from where a person or community gets water. 

• A well is the most important aspect of a community. 

• Communities without wells have to find other ways to get water that might not be 

enough or not be clean. 

• When there are droughts and little rainfall, wells can provide water when other 

sources can’t. 

• Communities with wells will have a reliable source of clean water and those wells 

will save time from using other methods to collect water and making it safe to 

drink. 

Seminary dairy farm with 18 cows produce cheese for sale. Water is essential for 

their care.  

Background of Guatemala 



• Guatemala’s groundwater is unequally distributed, and shallow hand dug wells 

are exposed to lead and arsenic do to unregulated industries. Many rural 

Guatemalan communities rely on charities to pay for and dig wells. Over 5.5 

million (30% of the population.) people in Guatemala do not have access to clean 

water sources. Hundreds of wells have been drilled in Guatemala since 2005, so 

there is still hope for clean water in Guatemala. 

• Eastern Orthodoxy is a rapidly growing religion in Guatemala. We, as Orthodox 

in the U.S., are helping our brothers and sisters in Guatemala in part by helping 

dig wells in Guatemala, so they will be able to have a fresh, clean, and reliable 

source of water.  

Project details 

• The village that the seminary is in is called Talmiche. It is a small village on a 

mountain that is 7,000 feet high and overlooks the city of Huehuetenango. The 

Seminary houses approximately 150 catechists at a time on a three month rotating 

basis as well as the instructors and 10 seminarians. It is also the home of 18 cattle, 

300 chickens and other animals which all need water. 

• The Seminary is the center for the entire Orthodox Church of Guatemala which 

has approximately 500,000 members, mostly from poorer rural areas of the 

country 

Status of project 

• The current status of the project is that the seminary initially tried drilling a well 

very near the actual buildings of the seminary but the drill bits broke on the rock. 

Another site for drill, still on the property but further down the mountain was 

chosen and the land in that area was cleared. The next step is to bring in the drill 

rig in order to drill with the diamond tips drills which should cut through the rock 

and eventually find the water below the surface. Once the well has been dug there 

will need to be pumping equipment and a whole intricate system of pipes to pump 

the water up and into the seminary facility. 

• A date for completion is dependent on the success of this second drilling. How far 

down will they have to dig until they eventually reach water. 

How you can help 

• Through your prayers and donations. They need to raise @ $70,000 to complete 

the project. 



Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Repose of St. Jacob (Yakov) Netsvetov, 

Enlightener of the Peoples of Alaska 
 

Tone 7 Troparion  (Resurrection) 
 

By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. To the thief Thou didst open Paradise. 
For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy, and Thou didst 
command Thy disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen, granting 
the world great mercy. 
 

Tone 4 Troparion  (St. Jacob) 
 

O righteous Father Jacob, adornment of Atka and the Yukon Delta; thou didst 
offer thyself as a living sacrifice to bring light to a searching people. Offspring of 
Russian America, flower of brotherly unity, healer of sickness and terror of 
demons: O Holy Father Jacob, pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved!   
 

Tone 7 Kontakion  (Resurrection) 
 

The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, for Christ descended, 
shattering and destroying its powers. Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice 
and cry: “The Savior has come to those in faith; enter, you faithful, into the 
Resurrection!” 
 

Tone 3 Kontakion  (St. Jacob) 
 

O Holy Father Jacob, teacher of the knowledge of God, thou didst reveal thy 
love for thy people, taking up thy cross and following Christ, enduring hardships 
like the Apostle Paul. Pray on our behalf to Christ our God to grant us great 
mercy! 
 

Tone 7 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 
 

The Lord shall give strength to His people. The Lord shall bless His people with 
peace. (Ps. 28:11) 
 

Offer to the Lord, O you sons of God! Offer young rams to the Lord! (Ps. 28:1a) 



Tone 7 Prokeimenon (St. Jacob) 
 
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord and shall hope in Him. (Ps. 63:11a) 
 
Epistle 
Read by Reader Mark Hrebinka 
 
(1 Corinthians 1:10-18) Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment. For it has been declared to me concerning you, my 
brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you. 
Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am 
of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 
were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius, lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my own 
name. Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not know 
whether I baptized any other. For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be 
made of no effect. For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 
(Philippians 3:7-14 (St. Jacob)) But what things were gain to me, these I have 
counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ, and be found in 
Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may 
know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection 
from the dead. Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I 
press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of 
me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things 
which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 
in Christ Jesus. 
 



Tone 7  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Thy Name, O Most High. 
(Ps. 91:1) 
 
To declare Thy mercy in the morning, and Thy truth by night. (Ps. 91:2a) 
 
Tone 6 
Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His 
commandments. (Ps. 111:1) 
 
Gospel 
 
(Matthew 14:14-22) And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and 
He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick. When it was 
evening, His disciples came to Him, saying, “This is a deserted place, and the 
hour is already late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the villages 
and buy themselves food.” But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go 
away. You give them something to eat.” And they said to Him, “We have here 
only five loaves and two fish.” He said, “Bring them here to Me.” Then He 
commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the five loaves 
and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the 
loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes. So they all ate 
and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments that 
remained. Now those who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children. Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat 
and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. 
 
(Mark 10:29-31, 42-45 (St. Jacob)) So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I 
say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, who shall not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time – houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions – and in the age to come, 
eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” But Jesus called 
them to Himself and said to them, “You know that those who are considered 
rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority 



over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become 
great among you shall be your servant. And whoever of you desires to be first 
shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
 
Communion Hymn 
 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil  
tidings! (Ps. 111:6) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 

Church School Information 
 
Church School sign up forms are now available at the Candle Desk.  Even if your 
children have attended Church School in the past, please sign up to update your 
information.  This year Church School will include children from Kindergarten 
through 6th Grade.  We are planning for the Church School Moleben on Sunday, 
September 13th, with an orientation meeting following coffee hour.  This 
meeting will be for Church School families and parishioners who desire to know 
about the Sunday School Program.  All interested are welcome!  Church School 
classes will officially begin on Sunday, September 20, 2026.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the Church School Administrator, Danielle Brown. 
 

A Note of Thanks 
 

My Parish Family, 
Thank you for the beautiful cards, hugs, and kisses and concern on the passing 
of my sister Diana.  May her memory be eternal! Love to all. 
      Laurel Riley 
 

Frozen Halupki 4 Packs Available 
 

We still have frozen Halupki 4 Packs available for $15.  Please see Val Roberts if 
you are interested. 



Candle Offerings for 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 

 

Vigils in Altar – Windowsill (2) 
In Honor Of the 60th Anniversary of Don & Maryann Dudash 

 

Vigils in Altar – Table of Oblation (2) 
Happy Birthday Christopher Hodson, Offered by The Lezinskys 

 

Vigils in Altar – Side Table (2) 
Happy Birthday Christopher Hodson, Offered by Papa, Mama & Alex 

 

Votives in Altar 
In Memory Of Philip Stefanov, Offered by Boris & Marietta 

 

Vigils on the Tetrapod (2) 
In Memory Of David Keysock, Offered by Bill & Sandi Keysock 

 

Vigils on Icon Table (2) 
In Memory Of Mom, Dad & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom 

 

Vigils – Icon of the Virgin Mary (2) 
Happy Birthday Emily, Offered by Baba & Papa 

 

Vigils – Icon of St. John the Baptist (2) 
In Memory Of Helen Lackatos, Offered by Barb, Kyra & Gregory 

 

Votives – Icon of St. John the Baptist 
In Memory Of Helen Lackatos, Offered by Barb, Kyra & Gregory 

 

Vigil of St. Michael (1) 
In Memory Of Mom, Dad & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom 

 

Please note – At the time of bulletin printing there was no sponsor for: 
 

Flowers to Adorn the Cross for Process of the Cross 
Or 

Flowers to Adorn the Icon of the Transfiguration 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 



O Physician of our souls and bodies, Who hast sent Thine only-begotten Son to 
heal every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Thy servants, from all physical and 
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Thy Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant to us patience in 
sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health.  Lord, Thou hast taught us through 
Thy Word to pray for each other that we may be healed.  For Thou art the source of 
healing, and to Thee we send up glory, to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers for the Health of the Servants of God: 
Archbishops: Melchisedek Pleska, Nathaniel Popp, Benjamin Peterson 
 

Igumen: Patrick Carpenter, David Lewis 
 

Archpriests: Nikolai Breckenridge, Thomas Edwards, John Perich, James Mason, 
Claude Vinyard, David Shewczyk, Ian Shipley, James Weremedic, John Onofrey, 
George Hasenecz, Emilian Hutnyan, John Nightingale, Gregory White 
 

Matushki: Liudmyla Breckenridge, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, 
Paraskeva Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Rebekah Markewich, Mary Reynolds, 
Sophia Shadid, Katia Vansuch, Lisa Weremedic, Stephanie Onofrey, Susan Kon 
 

Servants:  Ann Marie Bretz, Bethany Bruder, Diana Buskirk, Theresa Butler, Jennifer 
Bzik, Helen Cotirgasanu, David G. Cudlic, Val Danchenko, Alexis Defoe, Maryann 
Dudash, Christopher Felix, Nikolay Fetisov, Olga Frimenko, David Gowarty, Patricia 
Grammes, Rachel Hardesty, Luca Harford, Artemiy Hartman, Kalista Hartman, Nicholas 
Hazzard, Dymphna (Madeleine) Heitzenrater, Marina (Margaret) Heitzenrater, Don 
Holobeny, Jonathan Hontz, Sava Hrebinka, Sherry Hromiak, Krista Irwin, Michael H. 
Isbansky, Shirley Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Kathleen Keimer, Alexandra Keysock, William 
Keysock, Mary K. Koretski, Stephanie Koretski, Bernard Kusior, Jean Kusior, David 
Lezinsky, Judy Lezinsky, Radu Lungu, Mircea Lupo, Victoria Lustig, Olga Maksimova, 
Amber Metz, Michael Metz, Lanelle Mikolaitis, Doina Marian, Kylie Pinho, Joseph 
Pinkowicz, Kiera Pheiffer, William Podlusky, Kathy Porter, William Potter, Laurel Riley, 
Barbara Roman, Victoria Ross, Mary Ruzila, Connor Samuels, Robert Schainfeld, 
Catherine Shea, Janice Shumbata, Francine Slivka, Michael Slivka, Julia Smith, Maeve 
Stuckey, Heatherlyn Sturges, Jerry Volkert, Irene Witanek, 
 

Catechumens: Austin Bednar, Seth Brady, Jared Buck, Jessica Clossey, Nicholas 
Heacock, Eli Lerch, Carolina Lopez, Margaret MacKay, Taylor Magditch, Luke Maritch, 
Kate Maritch, Anastasia Moore, Emily Moore, Isaac Moore, Josef Moore, Mariella 
Moore, Michael Moore, Tereze Moore, Christian Reichert, Sean Seidel, Adam Smith, 
 

Handmaidens:, Tanner Mazur, Juliane Metz, Amber Metz, Lisa Metz, Jess Sneket and 
their unborn children, Lydia Claycomb, Ruth Finlaw, and their newborn children 

 

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home 
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers. 


