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Email: nikolai.breckenridge@gmail.com 
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Patricia Stetz Grammes, Parish Council President 
 

Reader Nicholas Lezinsky, Choir Director 
 

Danielle Brown, Church School Administrator 
 email: ChurchSchool@stnicholasoca.org 
 

Jennifer Bzik, Administrative Assistant 
 Email: assistant4stnicholas@outlook.com 

 

Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 

(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 
 

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices 
before entering the church.  Thank you. 

 

980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402 
stnicholasoca.org 

  



Schedule for the Week of August 16, 2026 
 
11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 2. Afterfeast of the Dormition. 
Translation of the Image “Not-made-by-hands” of our Lord Jesus Christ 
from Edessa to Constantinople (944). (Third “Feast of the Savior in August”). 
Holy Unmercenary Physician Diomedes (298). Ven. Cherimon (Chæremon) of 
Egypt (4th c.). The “FEODOROVSKAYA” Icon of the Mother of God (1239). 
 

Fr. Nikolai’s Office Hours 
 

Fr. Nikolai will be on Vacation from August 16 – 22, 2026. 
 
In an effort to make my scheduling more efficient, and to avoid 
a bunch of back-and-forth emails, please take advantage of my 
new scheduling app at www.calendly.com/frnikolai You can 
also scan this QR code with your phone, to be taken directly to 
the site. With this you can schedule a confession outside of the 
usual Vespers times, or schedule a house blessing or an in-
person or Zoom meeting with me. - Fr. Nikolai 

 

Coffee Hour Today 
 

The Coffee Hour today will be hosted by Boris & Marietta 
In Memory Of Phillip Stefanov 

 

Weekly & Upcoming Calendar 
 

***Live Stream will also be available for all services.*** 
 
 

Saturday, August 22 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, August 23 12th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

Monday, August 24 7:00 pm – Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday, August 25 6:00 pm – Catechism Class (via Zoom) 



Friday, August 28 6:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Saturday, August 29 Beheading of John the Baptist 
 8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 
 9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 

5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, August 30 13th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

 
 

Kitchen Schedule 
 
Rolls will be made Thursday August 20th and Thursday August 27 starting at 
9am. 
 
Perogies for the Bazaar will be made the weeks of August 31st, September 
14th and September 22nd. 
 
 

Halupki Schedule 
 
Help needed for halupki making Sunday - Tuesday, September 27-29. 
 
Sunday:  

After coffee hour — steam, devein, make rice, set-up 
Monday: help needed 

7:00 a.m. mix meat/rice and make balls 
8:00 a.m. roll/cook/cool halupki and clean up 
Possibly steam and devein after rolling, then clean up 
EVENING HELP NEEDED to pack and freeze 4 packs, and  wrap and 
freeze large pans of halupki, some dishes/clean up involved 

Tuesday:  help needed 
7:00 a.m. mix meat/rice and make balls 
8:00 a.m. roll/cook/cool halupki and clean up 
EVENING HELP NEEDED to pack and freeze 4 packs, and  wrap and 
freeze large pans of halupki, some dishes/clean up involved  



Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, August 16, 2026 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Afterfeast of the Dormition 

Translation of the Image “Not-Made-by-Hands” of our Lord Jesus Christ 
from Edessa to Constantinople 

 

Tone 2 Troparion  (Resurrection) 
 

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal, Thou didst slay hell with 
the splendor of Thy Godhead. And when from the depths Thou didst raise the 
dead, all the powers of heaven cried out: “O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory 
to Thee!”  
 

Tone 2 Troparion  (Image) 
 

We venerate Thy most pure image, O Good One; and ask forgiveness of our 
transgressions, O Christ our God. Of Thine own will Thou wast pleased to ascend 
the Cross in the flesh and deliver Thy creatures from bondage to the Enemy. 
Therefore with thankfulness we cry aloud to Thee: “Thou hast filled all with joy, 
O our Savior, by coming to save the world.” 
 

Tone 1 Troparion  (Dormition) 
 

In giving birth thou didst preserve thy virginity. In falling asleep thou didst not 
forsake the world, O Theotokos. Thou wast translated to life, O Mother of Life, 
and by thy prayers thou dost deliver our souls from death. 
 

Tone 2 Kontakion  (Resurrection) 
 

Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection 
from the tomb! The dead arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced 
with Thee, and the world, my Savior, praises Thee forever. 
 

Tone 2 Kontakion  (Image) 
 

Uncircumscribed Word of the Father, as we behold the victorious image of Thy 
true incarnation, not made by hands, but divinely wrought in Thine ineffable and 
divine dispensation towards us, we honor it with veneration. 



Tone 2 Kontakion  (Dormition) 
 
Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, who is constant in 
prayer and our firm hope in her intercessions. For being the Mother of Life, she 
was translated to life by the One Who dwelt in her virginal womb. 
 
Tone 2 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 
 
The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation. (Ps. 117:14) 
 
The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death.  
(Ps. 117:18) 
 
Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Image) 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song, for the Lord hath done marvelous things! (Ps. 97:1) 
 
Epistle 
Read by Reader Matthew Lezinsky 
 
(1 Corinthians 9:2-12) If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to 
you. For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. My defense to those who 
examine me is this: Do we have no right to eat and drink? Do we have no right 
to take along a believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the 
Lord, and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from 
working? Who ever goes to war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and 
does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of 
the flock? Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not the law say the same 
also? For it is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it 
treads out the grain.” Is it oxen God is concerned about? Or does He say it 
altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who 
plows should plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of 
his hope. If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap 
your material things? If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not 
even more? Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things lest 
we hinder the gospel of Christ. 
 



(Colossians 1:12-18 (Image)) giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has delivered us 
from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His 
love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him 
all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things 
were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him 
all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 
preeminence. 
 

Tone 2  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

May the Lord hear thee in the day of trouble! May the name of the God of Jacob 
protect thee! (Ps. 19:1) 
 

Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call! (Ps. 19:9) 
 

Tone 4 
O Lord, we will walk in the light of Thy countenance, and will exult in Thy Name 
forever. (Ps. 88:15) 
 

Gospel 
 

(Matthew 18:23-35) Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who 
wanted to settle accounts with his servants. And when he had begun to settle 
accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. But as 
he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and 
children and all that he had, and that payment be made. The servant therefore 
fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you 
all.’ Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, 
and forgave him the debt. But that servant went out and found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took 
him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ So his fellow servant fell down 
at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
all.’ And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the 
debt. So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very 
grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. Then his master, 



after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that 
debt because you begged me. Should you not also have had compassion on 
your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his master was angry, and 
delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. So My 
heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive 
his brother his trespasses.” 
 

(Luke 9:51-56; 10:22-24 (Image)) Now it came to pass, when the time had 
come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to 
Jerusalem, and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered 
a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. But they did not receive Him, 
because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem. And when His disciples 
James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to 
come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?” But He turned 
and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. 
For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” And 
they went to another village. All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, 
and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is 
except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.” Then He 
turned to His disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which see the 
things you see; for I tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to see 
what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not 
heard it.” 
 

(Instead of “It is truly meet…,” we sing:) 
 

The Angels, as they looked upon the Dormition of the Virgin, were struck with 
wonder, seeing how the Virgin went up from earth to heaven. 
 

The limits of nature are overcome in thee, O Pure Virgin: for birthgiving remains 
virginal, and life is united to death; a virgin after childbearing and alive after 
death, thou dost ever save thine inheritance, O Theotokos. 
 

Communion Hymn 
 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
O Lord, we will walk in the light of Thy countenance, and will exult in Thy Name 
forever. (Ps. 88:15) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  



Candle Offerings for 
Sunday, August 16, 2026 

 
Vigils in Altar – Windowsill (2) 

Safe Travels Don & Guliana, Offered by Guliana Holobeny 
 

Votives in Altar 
In Memory Of Philip Stefanov, Offered by Boris & Marietta 

 
Crosses 

In Memory Of Josephine Bretz, Offered by Barry & Ann Marie 
 

Vigils on the Tetrapod (2) 
In Memory Of Mom, Dad & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom 

 
Vigils on Icon Table (2) 

In Memory Of Mom, Dad & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom 
 

Vigils – Icon of the Virgin Mary (2) 
In Memory Of Esther & Albert Kiechel, Offered by Fran & Mike Slivka 

 
Votives – Icon of the Virgin Mary 

Happy Anniversary Lori & Matthew, Offered by The Hodsons 
 

Vigils – Icon of St. John the Baptist (2) 
Happy Birthday Natalie Slivka, Offered by Fran & Mike Slivka 

 
Votives – Icon of St. John the Baptist 

Happy Anniversary Mom & Dad, Offered by Sophia & Jacob 
 

Flowers to Adorn the Icon of The Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos 
In Memory Of Mary Stetz, Offered by Pat & Tom 

  



Save the Date for Sunday, October 18, 2026 
St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church 

110th Anniversary Celebration 
 

We will be celebrating the Ordination to the Deaconate of Rdr. John 
Heiztenrater on Saturday, October 17 and our 110th Anniversary Sunday 
October 18, 2026, with a celebratory reception in the Chernay  Fellowship Hall. 

Reservations for the reception must be made no later than Sunday, 
October 4 after which no reservations will be accepted. There will be a sign-up 
sheet at the Candle Desk at which you must list the names of all the individuals 
attending including the children under 12 so we have an exact count for the 
caterer. 

There will be a nominal charge of $10 per person but children under 12 
will be free.  Payment must be made at the time of your reservation with checks 
made out to St. Nicholas ROC. 

Any questions please see Sandi Keysock or Patty Felix. 
 

Church School Information 
 
Church School sign up forms are now available at the Candle Desk.  Even if your 

children have attended Church School in the past, please sign up to update your 

information.  This year Church School will include children from Kindergarten 

through 6th Grade.  We are planning for the Church School Moleben on Sunday, 

September 13th, with an orientation meeting following coffee hour.  This 

meeting will be for Church School families and parishioners who desire to know 

about the Sunday School Program.  All interested are welcome!  Church School 

classes will officially begin on Sunday, September 20, 2026.  If you have any 

questions, please contact the Church School Administrator, Danielle Brown. 

 

Frozen Halupki 4 Packs Available 
 
We still have frozen Halupki 4 Packs available for $15.  Please see Val Roberts if 
you are interested.



  



  



  



  



  



O Physician of our souls and bodies, Who hast sent Thine only-begotten Son to 
heal every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Thy servants, from all physical and 
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Thy Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant to us patience in 
sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health.  Lord, Thou hast taught us through 
Thy Word to pray for each other that we may be healed.  For Thou art the source of 
healing, and to Thee we send up glory, to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers for the Health of the Servants of God: 
Archbishops: Melchisedek Pleska, Nathaniel Popp, Benjamin Peterson 
 

Igumen: Patrick Carpenter, David Lewis 
 

Archpriests: Nikolai Breckenridge, Thomas Edwards, John Perich, James Mason, 
Claude Vinyard, David Shewczyk, Ian Shipley, James Weremedic, John Onofrey, 
George Hasenecz, Emilian Hutnyan, John Nightingale, Gregory White 
 

Matushki: Liudmyla Breckenridge, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, 
Paraskeva Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Rebekah Markewich, Mary Reynolds, 
Sophia Shadid, Katia Vansuch, Lisa Weremedic, Stephanie Onofrey, Susan Kon 
 

Servants:  Ann Marie Bretz, Bethany Bruder, Diana Buskirk, Theresa Butler, Jennifer 
Bzik, Helen Cotirgasanu, David G. Cudlic, Val Danchenko, Alexis Defoe, Maryann 
Dudash, Christopher Felix, Nikolay Fetisov, Olga Frimenko, David Gowarty, Patricia 
Grammes, Rachel Hardesty, Luca Harford, Artemiy Hartman, Kalista Hartman, Nicholas 
Hazzard, Dymphna (Madeleine) Heitzenrater, Marina (Margaret) Heitzenrater, Don 
Holobeny, Jonathan Hontz, Sava Hrebinka, Sherry Hromiak, Krista Irwin, Michael H. 
Isbansky, Shirley Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Kathleen Keimer, Alexandra Keysock, William 
Keysock, Mary K. Koretski, Stephanie Koretski, Bernard Kusior, Jean Kusior, David 
Lezinsky, Judy Lezinsky, Radu Lungu, Mircea Lupo, Victoria Lustig, Olga Maksimova, 
Amber Metz, Michael Metz, Lanelle Mikolaitis, Doina Marian, Kylie Pinho, Joseph 
Pinkowicz, Kiera Pheiffer, William Podlusky, Kathy Porter, William Potter, Laurel Riley, 
Barbara Roman, Victoria Ross, Mary Ruzila, Connor Samuels, Robert Schainfeld, 
Catherine Shea, Janice Shumbata, Francine Slivka, Michael Slivka, Julia Smith, Maeve 
Stuckey, Heatherlyn Sturges, Jerry Volkert, Jerri Williams, Irene Witanek, 
 

Catechumens: Austin Bednar, Seth Brady, Jared Buck, Jessica Clossey, Nicholas 
Heacock, Eli Lerch, Carolina Lopez, Margaret MacKay, Taylor Magditch, Luke Maritch, 
Kate Maritch, Anastasia Moore, Emily Moore, Isaac Moore, Józef Moore, Mariella 
Moore, Michael Moore, Thérèse Moore, Christian Reichert, Sean Seidel, Adam Smith, 
 

Handmaidens:, Tanner Mazur, Juliane Metz, Amber Metz, Lisa Metz, Jess Sneket and 
their unborn children, Lydia Claycomb, Ruth Finlaw, and their newborn children 

 

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home 
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers. 


