Divine Liturgy
Sunday, August 23, 2026
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Leavetaking of the Dormition
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Archpriest Nikolai Breckenridge, Rector
Cell: 570-604-4277
Email: nikolai.breckenridge@gmail.com

Mitred Archpriest James Mason, Attached
Patricia Stetz Grammes, Parish Council President

Reader Nicholas Lezinsky, Choir Director

Danielle Brown, Church School Administrator
email: ChurchSchool@stnicholasoca.org

Jennifer Bzik, Administrative Assistant
Email: assistant4stnicholas@outlook.com

Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas:

We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament.

(Please note - Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be
submitted by noon on Thursday. Thank you! ~ Jennifer N. Bzik)

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices
before entering the church. Thank you.

980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402
stnicholasoca.org



Schedule for the Week of August 16, 2026

12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 3. Leavetaking of the Dormition.
Prousiotissa lcon of the Mother of God. Martyr Lupus, slave of St. Demetrius of
Thessalonica (4th c.). Hieromartyr Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons (202). Ss. Eutychius
(ca. 540) and Florentius (547), of Nursia. . St. Callinicus, Patriarch of
Constantinople (705).

Fr. Nikolai's Office Hours

Monday, August 24" - Fr. Nikolai's Day Off
Wednesday, August 26" - 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

In an effort to make my scheduling more efficient, and to avoid
a bunch of back-and-forth emails, please take advantage of my
new scheduling app at www.calendly.com/frnikolai You can
also scan this QR code with your phone, to be taken directly to
the site. With this you can schedule a confession outside of the
usual Vespers times, or schedule a house blessing or an in-
person or Zoom meeting with me. - Fr. Nikolai

Coffee Hour Today

The Coffee Hour today will be hosted by
Sandi Keysock, Lorraine Chromiak & Patty Felix

Weekly & Upcoming Calendar

***| jve Stream will also be available for all services.***

Monday, August 24 7:00 pm - Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday, August 25 6:00 pm - Catechism Class (via Zoom)
Friday, August 28 6:00 pm - Great Vespers

Saturday, August 29 Beheading of John the Baptist
8:50 am - Reading of the Hours
9:00 am - Divine Liturgy
5:00 pm - Great Vespers



Sunday, August 30

Tuesday, September 1
Thursday, September 3
Saturday, September 5
Sunday, September 6

Monday, September 7
Tuesday, September 8

Saturday, September 12
Sunday, September 13

Monday, September 14

Tuesday, September 15
Saturday, September 19
Sunday, September 20

Tuesday, September 22
Saturday, September 26
Sunday, September 27

Tuesday, September 29

13t Sunday After Pentecost

?:10 am - Reading of the Hours

9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

Church New Year

6:00 pm - Catechism Class (via Zoom)
9:00 am - Akathist to the Theotokos, Nurturer of
Children

5:00 pm - Great Vespers

14t Sunday After Pentecost

9:10 am - Reading of the Hours

9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

6:00 pm - Great Vespers

Nativity of the Theotokos

8:50 am - Reading of the Hours

9:00 am - Divine Liturgy

6:00 pm - Catechism Class (via Zoom)
5:00 pm - Great Vespers

15 Sunday After Pentecost

9:10 am - Reading of the Hours

9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

5:00 pm - Great Vespers

Exaltation of the Cross

8:50 am - Reading of the Hours

9:00 am - Divine Liturgy

6:00 pm - Catechism Class (via Zoom)
5:00 pm - Great Vespers

16* Sunday After Pentecost

9:10 am - Reading of the Hours

9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

6:00 pm - Catechism Class (via Zoom)
5:00 pm - Great Vespers

16 Sunday After Pentecost

9:10 am - Reading of the Hours

9:30 am - Divine Liturgy

6:00 pm - Catechism Class (via Zoom)



Kitchen Schedule

Kiffles will be made following liturgy August 30, September 13 and 20.
Rolls will be made Thursday August 27 starting at 9am.

Perogies for the Bazaar will be made the weeks of August 31st, September
14th and September 22nd.

Halupki Schedule

Help needed for halupki making Sunday - Tuesday, September 27-29.

Sunday:
After coffee hour — steam, devein, make rice, set-up
Monday: help needed
7:00 a.m. mix meat/rice and make balls
8:00 a.m. roll/cook/cool halupki and clean up
Possibly steam and devein after rolling, then clean up
EVENING HELP NEEDED to pack and freeze 4 packs, and wrap and
freeze large pans of halupki, some dishes/clean up involved
Tuesday: help needed
7:00 a.m. mix meat/rice and make balls
8:00 a.m. roll/cook/cool halupki and clean up
EVENING HELP NEEDED to pack and freeze 4 packs, and wrap and
freeze large pans of halupki, some dishes/clean up involved



Divine Liturgy

Sunday, August 23, 2026
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Leavetaking of the Dormition

Tone 3 Troparion (Resurrection)

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord has shown strength
with His arm. He has trampled down death by death. He has become the first
born of the dead. He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted
to the world great mercy.

Tone 1 Troparion (Feast)

In giving birth thou didst preserve thy virginity. In falling asleep thou didst not
forsake the world, O Theotokos. Thou wast translated to life, O Mother of Life,
and by thy prayers thou dost deliver our souls from death.

Tone 3 Kontakion (Resurrection)

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, leading us from the
gates of death. On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and
Patriarchs they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power.

Tone 2 Kontakion (Feast)

Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, who is constant in
prayer and our firm hope in her intercessions. For being the Mother of Life, she
was translated to life by the One Who dwelt in her virginal womb.

Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)

Sing praises to our God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
(Ps. 46:6)

Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! (Ps. 46:1)



Tone 3 Prokeimenon (Song of the Theotokos)

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
(Lk. 1:46-47)

Epistle
Read by Tricia Metz

(1 Corinthians 15:1-11) Moreover, brethren, | declare to you the gospel which
| preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by which also
you are saved, if you hold fast that word which | preached to you - unless you
believed in vain. For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was
seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He was seen by over five hundred
brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have
fallen asleep. After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then last
of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. For | am the least
of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted
the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward
me was not in vain; but | labored more abundantly than they all, yet not |, but the
grace of God which was with me. Therefore, whether it was | or they, so we
preach and so you believed.

Tone 3
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!l

In Thee, O Lord, have | hoped; let me never be put to shame! (Ps. 30:1a)
Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me! (Ps. 30:2b)

Tone 8
Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest, Thou and the Ark of Thy sanctification! (Ps. 131:8)



Gospel

(Matthew 19:16-26) Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher,
what good thing shall | do that | may have eternal life?” So He said to him, “Why
do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to
enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus
said, “You shall not murder,” 'You shall not commit adultery,’ "You shall not steal,’
You shall not bear false witness,” '"Honor your father and your mother,’ and, "You
shall love your neighbor as yourself." “ The young man said to Him, "All these
things | have kept from my youth. What do | still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you
want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the young man heard that
saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Then Jesus said
to His disciples, “Assuredly, | say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven. And again | say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. When His
disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be
saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible,
but with God all things are possible.”

(Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing:)

The Angels, as they looked upon the Dormition of the Virgin, were struck with
wonder, seeing how the Virgin went up from earth to heaven.

The limits of nature are overcome in thee, O Pure Virgin: for birthgiving remains
virginal, and life is united to death; a virgin after childbearing and alive after
death, thou dost ever save thine inheritance, O Theotokos.

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1)

| will receive the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord. (Ps. 115:4)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluial



Candle Offerings for
Sunday, August 23, 2026

Vigils in Altar - Windowsill (2)
In Memory Of Archpriest Eugene, Offered by Mat. Fran

Vigils in Altar - Table of Oblation (2)
Happy Birthday Fr. Michael Kon, Offered by Mat. Susan

Votives in Altar
In Memory Of Philip Stefanov, Offered by Boris & Marietta

Vigils - Icon of the Virgin Mary (2)
Happy Birthday Leah Roberts, Offered by Baba & Papa

Vigils - Icon of St. John the Baptist (2)
In Memory Of Mom, Dad & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom

Votives - Icon of St. John the Baptist
In Memory Of Mom, Dad & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom

Vigil of St. Michael (1)
In Memory Of Michael Bretz, Offered by Barry & Ann Marie



Save the Date for Sunday, October 18, 2026
St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church
110 Anniversary Celebration

We will be celebrating the Ordination to the Deaconate of Rdr. John
Heiztenrater on Saturday, October 17 and our 110th Anniversary Sunday
October 18, 2026, with a celebratory reception in the Chernay Fellowship Hall.

Reservations for the reception must be made no later than Sunday,
October 4 after which no reservations will be accepted. There will be a sign-up
sheet at the Candle Desk at which you must list the names of all the individuals
attending including the children under 12 so we have an exact count for the
caterer.

There will be a nominal charge of $10 per person but children under 12
will be free. Payment must be made at the time of your reservation with checks
made out to St. Nicholas ROC.

Any questions please see Sandi Keysock or Patty Felix.

Church School Information

Church School sign up forms are now available at the Candle Desk. Even if your
children have attended Church School in the past, please sign up to update your
information. This year Church School will include children from Kindergarten
through 6" Grade. We are planning for the Church School Moleben on Sunday,
September 13™, with an orientation meeting following coffee hour. This
meeting will be for Church School families and parishioners who desire to know
about the Sunday School Program. All interested are welcome! Church School
classes will officially begin on Sunday, September 20, 2026. If you have any
questions, please contact the Church School Administrator, Danielle Brown.

Frozen Halupki 4 Packs Available

We still have frozen Halupki 4 Packs available for $15. Please see Val Roberts if
you are interested.






TO THE GLORY OF GOD
His EMINENCE
THE MosT REVEREND

MARK (Maymon)

ARCHBISHOP OF PHILADELPHIA
AND EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA

will, by the grace of God,

4 ORDAIN 3~
Reader John William Heitzenrater

to the

HOLY DIACONATE

during the celebration of the
HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY

Saturday, October 17, 2026
9:30 a.m.
St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church

“Feed the flock of God which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint,
but willingly; not for filthy lucre,
but of a ready mind.”
4+ 1 Peter 5:2-4 +

Your presence and prayers
would be a great blessing
on this holy and blessed occasion.

RSVEP
Kindly RSVP by September 15, 2026

to john.heitzenrater@icloud.com
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ORTHODOX
CHRISTIANS FOR LIFE

ST. PAUL CHURCH presents...

A Pro-Life Event:
The Mystery of the
Human Person

Saturday, September 12th 2026

At: St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church in
Bethlehem, PA

https://tinyurl.com/3r39jtth
OR email:
oclifelehighvalley@gmail.com

Speakers:
Dr. David Ford is a beloved scholar of the Church Fathers
with expertise in St. John Chrysostom and patristic theology.

« "Humanity as the Pinnacle of Creation, and Marriage as the
Pinnacle of Human Togetherness: the Wisdom of St. John
Chrysostom”

Katie Breckenridge is a bioethics expert and advocate with
degrees in Mental Health and Bioethics.

» “Reproductive Technologies and Human Dignity”



ST NICHOLAS RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
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$15 DINNER INCLUDES:

2 Halupki, 2 Pierogi, Fresh Green Beans, Roll and Homemade Dessert
Complimentary Coffee & Tea
Soda/Water $1

980 Bridle Path Road
Bethlehem, PA 18017
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5 % .
CATECHISM
CLASSES et

Grow in Faith.
Live the Truth.

ON ZOOM
;] Join from the comfort

of your home.

EVERY TUESDAY
EVENING

6:00 PM

Learn about what
it means to be an

Orthodox Christian.

Starting

AUGUST 25 -
OCTOBER 27
+

| ALL ARE WELCOME |
| TO REGISTER! J e s

éé\ Regzster at https // www. stmcholasoca org/ catechzsm (gg
E ¢ + £ »




O Physician of our souls and bodies, Who hast sent Thine only-begotten Son to
heal every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Thy servants, from all physical and
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Thy Son, Jesus Christ. Grant to us patience in
sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health. Lord, Thou hast taught us through
Thy Word to pray for each other that we may be healed. For Thou art the source of
healing, and to Thee we send up glory, to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayers for the Health of the Servants of God:
Archbishops: Melchisedek Pleska, Nathaniel Popp, Benjamin Peterson
Igumen: Patrick Carpenter, David Lewis

Archpriests: Nikolai Breckenridge, Thomas Edwards, John Perich, James Mason,
Claude Vinyard, David Shewczyk, lan Shipley, James Weremedic, John Onofrey,
George Hasenecz, Emilian Hutnyan, John Nightingale, Gregory White

Matushki: Liudmyla Breckenridge, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards,
Paraskeva Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Rebekah Markewich, Mary Reynolds,
Sophia Shadid, Katia Vansuch, Lisa Weremedic, Stephanie Onofrey, Susan Kon

Servants: Ann Marie Bretz, Bethany Bruder, Theresa Butler, Jennifer Bzik, Helen
Cotirgasanu, David G. Cudlic, Val Danchenko, Alexis Defoe, Maryann Dudash,
Christopher Felix, Nikolay Fetisov, Olga Frimenko, David Gowarty, Patricia Grammes,
Rachel Hardesty, Luca Harford, Artemiy Hartman, Kalista Hartman, Nicholas Hazzard,
Dymphna (Madeleine) Heitzenrater, Marina (Margaret) Heitzenrater, Don Holobeny,
Jonathan Hontz, Sava Hrebinka, Sherry Hromiak, Krista Irwin, Michael H. Isbansky,
Shirley Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Kathleen Keimer, Alexandra Keysock, William Keysock,
Mary K. Koretski, Stephanie Koretski, Bernard Kusior, Jean Kusior, David Lezinsky, Judy
Lezinsky, Radu Lungu, Mircea Lupo, Victoria Lustig, Olga Maksimova, Amber Metz,
Michael Metz, Lanelle Mikolaitis, Doina Marian, Kylie Pinho, Joseph Pinkowicz, Kiera
Pheiffer, William Podlusky, Kathy Porter, William Potter, Laurel Riley, Barbara Roman,
Victoria Ross, Mary Ruzila, Connor Samuels, Robert Schainfeld, Catherine Shea, Janice
Shumbata, Francine Slivka, Michael Slivka, Julia Smith, Maeve Stuckey, Heatherlyn
Sturges, Jerry Volkert, Jerri Williams, Irene Witanek,

Catechumens: Austin Bednar, Seth Brady, Jared Buck, Jessica Clossey, Nicholas
Heacock, Eli Lerch, Carolina Lopez, Margaret MacKay, Taylor Magditch, Luke Maritch,
Kate Maritch, Anastasia Moore, Emily Moore, Isaac Moore, Jézef Moore, Mariella
Moore, Michael Moore, Thérése Moore, Christian Reichert, Sean Seidel, Adam Smith,

Handmaidens:, Tanner Mazur, Juliane Metz, Amber Metz, Lisa Metz, Jess Sneket and
their unborn children, Lydia Claycomb, Ruth Finlaw, and their newborn children

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers.



