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Note to our Guests and Friends Visiting St. Nicholas: 
We offer a most sincere and heart-felt welcome to St. Nicholas Church! Please 
be advised that according to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 
Christians who have prepared themselves to receive the Holy Sacrament. 
 

(Please note – Information to be included in next Sunday’s bulletin must be 
submitted by noon on Thursday.  Thank you!  ~  Jennifer N. Bzik) 
 

Please turn off or silence your electronic devices 
before entering the church.  Thank you. 

 

980 Bridle Path Road | Bethlehem, PA 18017-3120 | T: 610-867-0402 
stnicholasoca.org 

  



Schedule for the Week of September 6, 2026 
 
14th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 5. Commemoration of the Miracle 
of the Archangel Michael at Colossæ. Martyrs Eudoxius, Zeno, and Macarius 
(311-312). St. Archippus (Arkhipp) of Herapolis. Martyr Romulus, and with him 
many others (107-115). Hieromartyr Cyril, Bishop of Gortyna (3rd-4th c.). Martyrs 
Cyriacus, Faustus the Presbyter, Abibas the Deacon, and 11 others, at 
Alexandria (ca. 250). St. David of Hermopolis, Egypt (4th c.). Hieromartyr Priest 
Maxim Sandovich (1914). 
 

Fr. Nikolai’s Office Hours 
 

Monday, September 7th - Fr. Nikolai's Day Off 
Wednesday, September 9th - 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Friday, September 11th – 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
 
In an effort to make my scheduling more efficient, and to avoid 
a bunch of back-and-forth emails, please take advantage of my 
new scheduling app at www.calendly.com/frnikolai You can 
also scan this QR code with your phone, to be taken directly to 
the site. With this you can schedule a confession outside of the 
usual Vespers times, or schedule a house blessing or an in-
person or Zoom meeting with me. - Fr. Nikolai 

 

Coffee Hour Today 
 

The Coffee Hour today will be hosted by Lara & Guliana 
In Honor Of Phoebe’s Birthday 

 

Weekly & Upcoming Calendar 
 

***Live Stream will also be available for all services.*** 
 
 

Monday, September 7 6:00 pm - Great Vespers 
 



Tuesday, September 8 Nativity of the Theotokos 
8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 

 9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 
6:00 pm – Catechism Class (via Zoom) 

Saturday, September 12 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, September 13 15th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 
5:00 pm – Great Vespers 

Monday, September 14 Exaltation of the Cross 
8:50 am – Reading of the Hours 

 9:00 am – Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, September 15 6:00 pm – Catechism Class (via Zoom) 
Saturday, September 19 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, September 20 16th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 
12:00 pm – Panikhida for Nancy Sabol – One Year of 

Repose 
Tuesday, September 22 6:00 pm – Catechism Class (via Zoom) 
Wednesday, September 23 7:000 pm – Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday, September 26 5:00 pm - Great Vespers 
Sunday, September 27 16th Sunday After Pentecost 

9:10 am – Reading of the Hours 
9:30 am – Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, September 29 6:00 pm – Catechism Class (via Zoom) 
 

New Parish Directory Work Begins 
 

This Fall we will be working on an updated Parish Directory, in the hopes of 
having it ready for distribution around the Nativity.  If you are new and have not 
yet turned in a Contact Information Form, please do so ASAP.  If you have 
recently moved, changed phone number or email, etc., please get those 
changes to Jennifer Bzik ASAP.  In the coming weeks, we will hand out sheets to 
confirm the information that we have on file for each individual.  The Directory 
project is a big undertaking, and the more helpful everyone is with getting 
information updated, the faster it will be to produce.  Thank you all for your help!   



Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, September 6, 2026 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Commemoration of the Miracle of the Archangel Michael at Colossae 

 

Tone 5 Troparion  (Resurrection) 
 

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and 
the Spirit, born for our salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on 
the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead by His glorious 
Resurrection.  
 

Tone 4 Troparion  (Archangel Michael) 
 

O Michael, commander of the heavenly hosts, we who are unworthy beseech 
thee: by thy prayers encompass us beneath the wings of thine immaterial glory, 
and faithfully preserve us who fall down and cry out to thee: “Deliver us from all 
harm, for thou art the commander of the Powers on high!” 
 

Tone 5 Kontakion  (Resurrection) 
 

Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior, shattering its gates as Almighty, 
resurrecting the dead as Creator, and destroying the sting of death. Thou hast 
delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man, and we cry to Thee: “O Lord, 
save us!” 
 

Tone 2 Kontakion  (Archangel Michael) 
 

O Michael, commander of God’s armies and minister of the divine glory, prince 
of the bodiless angels and guide of mankind; ask for what is good for us, and 
for great mercy, as the supreme commander of the Bodiless Hosts. 
 

Tone 5 Prokeimenon (Resurrection) 
 

Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this generation forever. 
(Ps. 11:7) 
 

Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly! (Ps. 11:1a) 



Epistle 
Read by Reader Mark Hrebinka 
 
(2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4) Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has 
anointed us is God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts 
as a guarantee. Moreover I call God as witness against my soul, that to spare you 
I came no more to Corinth. Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are 
fellow workers for your joy; for by faith you stand. But I determined this within 
myself, that I would not come again to you in sorrow. For if I make you sorrowful, 
then who is he who makes me glad but the one who is made sorrowful by me? 
And I wrote this very thing to you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow over 
those from whom I ought to have joy, having confidence in you all that my joy is 
the joy of you all. For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, 
with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the 
love which I have so abundantly for you. 
 
Tone 5  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Thy truth 
from generation to generation. (Ps. 88:1-2)   
 
For Thou hast said: Mercy will be established forever; Thy truth will be prepared 
in the heavens. (Ps. 88:3) 
 
Gospel 
 
(Matthew 22:1-14) And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables 
and said: “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage 
for his son, and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the 
wedding; and they were not willing to come. Again, he sent out other servants, 
saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen 
and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.”’ But 
they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his 
business. And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed 
them. But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his 
armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. Then he said to his 



servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. 
Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’ 
So those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom 
they found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests. But 
when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have 
on a wedding garment. So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here 
without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but 
few are chosen.” 
 
Communion Hymn 
 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 

Candle Offerings for 
Sunday, September 6, 2026 

 
Vigils in Altar – Windowsill (2) 

In Honor Of Andrew & Kyra (Lezinsky) Florenz – 20th Wedding Anniversary 
Offered by Mom & Dad 

 
Vigils in Altar – Table of Oblation (2) 

Happy Birthday Mr. Dan, Offered by Sophia & Jacob 
 

Vigils in Altar – Side Table (2) 
In Honor Of Andrew & Kyra (Lezinsky) Florenz – 20th Wedding Anniversary 

Offered by Mom & Dad 
 

Votives in Altar 
In Memory Of Philip Stefanov, Offered by Boris & Marietta 

 
Vigil in Side Candle Holders (2) 

In Memory Of Mom, Dad & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom 



Crosses 
Happy Birthday Dan Jubinski, Offered by Peter, Sarah & Jean 

 
Vigils on the Tetrapod (2) 

Happy Birthday Dan Jubinski, Offered by Barry & Ann Marie 
 

Vigils on Icon Table (2) 
In Memory Of Mom, Dad & Joan, Offered by Pat & Tom 

 
Vigils – Icon of the Virgin Mary (2) 

Happy Birthday Jessica Roberts, Offered by Mom & Dad 
 

Votives – Icon of the Virgin Mary 
For Health Of Edie Mannara, Offered by Ann Marie & Barry 

 
Vigils of St. Gregory (1) 

For Health Of Eric & Lindsey Slivka & Family, Offered by Fran & Mike Slivka 
 

Vigils of St. Paul (1) 
For Health Of Peter & Jamee Slivka & Family, Offered by Fran & Mike Slivka 

 
Vigil of St. Michael (1) 

In Memory Of Subdn Michael (Frank) Guydan, Offered by Michele Guydan 
 

Vigil of St. Andrew (1) 
In Honor Of Andrew & Kyra (Lezinsky) Florenz – 20th Wedding Anniversary 

Offered by Mom & Dad 
 

Flowers to Adorn the Icon of The Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos 
In Memory Of Lezinsky & Havrilko Families, Offered by Nick & Judy 

 
 

Panikhida for Nancy Sabol – One Year of Repose 
 
All are invited to attend a Panikhida for Nancy Sabol’s first year of repose on 
Sunday, September 20, 2026 at 12:00 pm.  



Hope Rescue Mission needs your HELP!  
  

St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church is collecting all types of gently used 
clothing including coats, hats, boots, belts, men’s clothing for the men at Hope 

Rescue Mission and for the women’s and children’s shelter 
(Lighthouse). We will take all seasons of clothing for men, 
women, and children.  We have a need for new men’s 
underwear, undershirts, and sweatpants all in sizes medium 
to xxxl.  
  

You can drop items off in the designated containers in the 
Chernay Fellowship Hall.  Please make all donations by 
Sunday, October 4, 2026  
  

This clothing helps provide food, clothing, and shelter for 
the men at Hope Rescue and the women and children at 
Lighthouse.    
  

Thank you in advance for your donations!  
 

Halupki Schedule 
 

Help needed for halupki making Sunday - Tuesday, September 27-29. 
 

Sunday:  
After coffee hour — steam, devein, make rice, set-up 

Monday: help needed 
7:00 a.m. mix meat/rice and make balls 
8:00 a.m. roll/cook/cool halupki and clean up 
Possibly steam and devein after rolling, then clean up 
EVENING HELP NEEDED to pack and freeze 4 packs, and  wrap and 
freeze large pans of halupki, some dishes/clean up involved 

Tuesday:  help needed 
7:00 a.m. mix meat/rice and make balls 
8:00 a.m. roll/cook/cool halupki and clean up 
EVENING HELP NEEDED to pack and freeze 4 packs, and  wrap and 
freeze large pans of halupki, some dishes/clean up involved  



Media Opt-Out Information 
 

As many of you know, from time to time we (St. Nicholas Church) record, 
photograph or videotape various events and activities that reflect an active 
parish. These pieces of communication may be published on our website, in our 
bulletin, on our social media page, on the OCA website, or used on other 
printed material. Some people may choose not to have their photos used and if 
you are among them, we ask that you fill-out the Media Opt-Out Form that can 
be found at the information table outside the church hall. Please return it to the 
church administrative assistant so that we may have a copy on file. If you are okay 
with the use of media, you do not have to do anything. Thank you. 
 

Kitchen Schedule 
 

Perogies for the Bazaar will be made the weeks of September 14th and 
September 22nd. 
 

Lenten Pierogies will be made November 9, 2026.  Please place orders by 
November 8.  Sign up sheet is by the kitchen phone. 
 

Christmas Bazaar Prep 
 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 

In preparation for our Annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, December 12, we 
are looking for additional help with food preparation and packaging on the 
following dates: 

• Kiffle Prep - Need 10 people After Coffee Hour on the following 
Sundays: 8/30, 9/13, 9/20, 10/11, 10/25 

• Kiffle Packaging - Need 4-5 People between 4 & 6 PM on the following 
Wednesdays: 9/2, 9/16, 9/23, 10/14, 10/28 

• Halupki Steaming/Deveining - Need 4-5 People After Coffee Hour 
Sunday 9/27  

• Halupki Packaging - Need 4-5 People between 6 & 8 PM on Monday 
9/28 & Tuesday 9/29 

If you can lend a hand, please call or text me.  As the saying goes "Many hands 
make light work." 
 Thank you,  
 Damian Vansuch (484-764-9712)  



Save the Date for Sunday, October 18, 2026 
St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church 

110th Anniversary Celebration 
 

On Saturday October 17 we will be celebrating Rdr. John Heitzenrater’s 
ordination to the Deaconate.  To RSVP for his celebration please email 
john.heitzenrater@icloud.com. 

To make reservations for our 110th Anniversary celebratory reception on 
Sunday, October 18, please sign up at the Candle Desk.  You must list the names 
of the adults (number of adults) and number of children under the age of 12 so 
we have an exact count for the caterer.  No reservations will be accepted after 
Sunday, October 4. 

The $10 per adult nominal fee has been waived as an anonymous donor 
has stepped forward to cover the charge.  

Any questions please see Sandi Keysock or Patty Felix. 
 

Church School Information 
 
Church School sign up forms are now available at the Candle Desk.  Even if your 

children have attended Church School in the past, please sign up to update your 

information.  This year Church School will include children from Kindergarten 

through 6th Grade.  We are planning for the Church School Moleben on Sunday, 

September 13th, with an orientation meeting following coffee hour.  This 

meeting will be for Church School families and parishioners who desire to know 

about the Sunday School Program.  All interested are welcome!  Church School 

classes will officially begin on Sunday, September 20, 2026.  If you have any 

questions, please contact the Church School Administrator, Danielle Brown. 

 

Frozen Halupki 4 Packs Available 
 
We still have frozen Halupki 4 Packs available for $15.  Please see Val Roberts if 
you are interested.



  



  



 



  



O Physician of our souls and bodies, Who hast sent Thine only-begotten Son to 
heal every sickness and infirmity, visit and heal us, Thy servants, from all physical and 
spiritual ailments, through the grace of Thy Son, Jesus Christ.  Grant to us patience in 
sickness, strength of body, and recovery of health.  Lord, Thou hast taught us through 
Thy Word to pray for each other that we may be healed.  For Thou art the source of 
healing, and to Thee we send up glory, to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers for the Health of the Servants of God: 
Archbishops: Melchisedek Pleska, Nathaniel Popp, Benjamin Peterson 
 

Igumen: Patrick Carpenter, David Lewis 
 

Archpriests: Nikolai Breckenridge, Thomas Edwards, John Perich, James Mason, 
Claude Vinyard, David Shewczyk, Ian Shipley, James Weremedic, John Onofrey, 
George Hasenecz, Emilian Hutnyan, John Nightingale, Gregory White 
 

Matushki: Liudmyla Breckenridge, Marie Mason, Johanna Bohush, Evelyn Edwards, 
Paraskeva Vansuch, Myra Kovalak, Gloria Martin, Rebekah Markewich, Mary Reynolds, 
Sophia Shadid, Katia Vansuch, Lisa Weremedic, Stephanie Onofrey, Susan Kon 
 

Servants:  Ann Marie Bretz, Bethany Bruder, Theresa Butler, Jennifer Bzik, Helen 
Cotirgasanu, David G. Cudlic, Val Danchenko, Alexis Defoe, Maryann Dudash, 
Christopher Felix, Nikolay Fetisov, Olga Frimenko, David Gowarty, Patricia Grammes, 
Rachel Hardesty, Luca Harford, Artemiy Hartman, Kalista Hartman, Nicholas Hazzard, 
Dymphna (Madeleine) Heitzenrater, Marina (Margaret) Heitzenrater, Don Holobeny, 
Jonathan Hontz, Sava Hrebinka, Sherry Hromiak, Krista Irwin, Michael H. Isbansky, 
Shirley Isbansky, Sarah Jubinski, Kathleen Keimer, Alexandra Keysock, William Keysock, 
Mary K. Koretski, Stephanie Koretski, Bernard Kusior, Jean Kusior, David Lezinsky, Judy 
Lezinsky, Radu Lungu, Mircea Lupo, Victoria Lustig, Olga Maksimova, Amber Metz, 
Michael Metz, Lanelle Mikolaitis, Doina Marian, Kylie Pinho, Joseph Pinkowicz, Kiera 
Pheiffer, William Podlusky, Kathy Porter, William Potter, Laurel Riley, Valerie Roberts, 
Barbara Roman, Victoria Ross, Mary Ruzila, Connor Samuels, Robert Schainfeld, 
Catherine Shea, Janice Shumbata, Francine Slivka, Michael Slivka, Julia Smith, Maeve 
Stuckey, Heatherlyn Sturges, Jerry Volkert, Jerri Williams, Irene Witanek, 
 

Catechumens: Austin Bednar, Seth Brady, Jared Buck, Jessica Clossey, Nicholas 
Heacock, Eli Lerch, Carolina Lopez, Margaret MacKay, Taylor Magditch, Luke Maritch, 
Kate Maritch, Anastasia Moore, Emily Moore, Isaac Moore, Józef Moore, Mariella 
Moore, Michael Moore, Thérèse Moore, Christian Reichert, Sean Seidel, Adam Smith, 
 

Handmaidens:, Tanner Mazur, Juliane Metz, Amber Metz, Lisa Metz, Jess Sneket and 
their unborn children, Lydia Claycomb, Ruth Finlaw, and their newborn children 

 

Please remember them and all our homebound and nursing home 
parishioners in your daily intercessory prayers. 


